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May-June 2018

SCCF Member Update

Sea Turtle Nesting Season Began Mid-April

Sea Turtle Nesting Season began on April 15.  19 enthusiastic sea turtle volunteers came out 
on March 13 to help a very grateful Sea Turtle Coordinator Kelly Sloan paint the stakes for 
this year’s nests.  It was quick work with many much appreciated hands!
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By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Congressman Francis Rooney Visits SCCF Marine Lab

In the SCCF Marine Lab with one of the RECON units, 
Policy Director Rae Ann Wessel, Congressman Francis 
Rooney and Marine Lab Director Dr. Eric Milbrandt.  The 
RECON unit had been sent to the factory for calibration and 
was being prepared for redeployment. 

The new SCCF Marine Lab under construction in the Tar-
pon Bay Recreation Area on the J.N. “Ding” Darling Na-
tional Wildlilfe Refuge (DDNWR) property.  This is the first 
Federal/nonprofit-funded joint venture project in the South-
east.  From left: Contractor Dominik Weglinski, Hollon 
Contracting LLC; City Councilman Jason Maughn; SCCF 
Marine Lab Director, Dr. Eric Milbrandt; Congressman 
Francis Rooney; SCCF Policy Director, Rae Ann Wessel; and 
DDNWR Deputy Refuge Manager, Nate Caswell.

U.S. Representative Francis Rooney stopped by the 
SCCF Marine Laboratory the last week of March to dis-
cuss his ongoing efforts to gain support of Everglades 
Funding and strategies to prevent oil drilling in the Gulf 
off Florida’s coastline.  Rep. Rooney has hosted numer-
ous tours of the Everglades for fellow House members 
and continues to work to assure appropriations for Ev-
erglades restoration.   Map (right) shows the oil and gas 
target areas, current moratorium off Florida and Mili-
tary operational conflict areas with oil and gas develop-
ment off Florida. 

He has continued to work to gain support for a 
moratorium in the House but has powerful opposing 
interests in Texas and Louisiana.  Despite a meeting 
between Governor Scott and Derpartment of the In-
terior Secretary Ryan Zinke asking for Florida to be 
excluded from the map of potential lease and drilling 
areas, Florida’s coastline has not been removed from 
the map of possibilities.  Rep. Rooney has co-spon-
sored two additional bills related to offshore drilling:
• H.R. 2002, Florida Coastal Protection Act – 

Provides for permanent extension of the Eastern 
Gulf of Mexico moratorium, straits of Florida 
planning region, and South Florida planning 
area.

• H.R. 2261, Marine Oil Spill Prevention Act – Ex-
tends existing Eastern Gulf of Mexico moratorium to 
2027 and codifies current drilling regulations.
Both Everglades restoration funding and a morato-

rium to offshore oil drilling will be priority issues as we go 
to Washington, DC for an Everglades Water Summit and 
lobby day.
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Legislative Session 2018
This year the Florida legislature moved the start of 

the annual legislative session from March to January since 
2018 is an election year.  Legislators are prohibited from 
campaign fundraising while in session, so they have an-
nounced another early start to the session in 2020!   

Concerns going into session focused on the affect of 
Hurricane Irma on the budget with 900,228 property 
owners filing claims for insured losses of over $7.95 bil-
lion. While that was a driving issue on the budget, the ses-
sion was challenged and complicated by the early session 
resignations of a few high ranking Senators over accusa-
tions of inappropriate behavior and the devastating Park-
land School shooting on the east coast during session. 

In total, legislators filed 3,250 bills and 2,721 amend-
ments to those bills. In the end only 186 bills passed, the 
lowest number in 21 years while the 2018-2019 budget 
was the highest ever at $88.7 billion. 

While it felt like we spent most of this session fending 
off bad bills, there was some positive progress made in 
the area of Florida Forever Land acquisition funding and 
funding for Everglades restoration projects. 

Budget Highlights
Everglades Funding totaled $300 million this session.  

Funding includes $111 million from the 2016 Legacy Act 
that supports CERP projects, including construction of 
the C43 West Basin Reservoir currently under construc-
tion in Hendry County; $64 million from SB10 passed in 
2017 for the EAA Reservoir;  $32 million for Restoration 
Strategies (the suite of water quality treatment projects 
south of the lake required to comply with a Federal Court 
settlement to improve water quality flowing into the Ev-
erglades);  $31 million for water quality treatment north 
of Lake Okeechobee; $6 million from Alligator Alley 
Tolls for projects in the southern Everglades to open up 
the bottom of the system to move water south; $5 million 
for Dispersed Water Storage, paying land owners to store 
water on their land and $50 million for Herbert Hoover 
Dike Restoration, which is not considered Everglades res-
toration but is a public safety, infrastructure improvement 
project associated with the Everglades.  

Florida Forever Funding 
The budget includes a one-year appropriation of $100.8 
million for land conservation funding.  Future funding 
will require a new appropriation.  The funding is desig-
nated for the following programs: 

• $77 million for environmental endangered lands 
(Division of State Lands)

• $10 million Florida Communities Trust (FCT)
• $6 million Florida Recreation Development Assis-

tance Program (FRDAP)
• $5.8 million Rural and Family Lands easements
• $2 million Working Waterfronts 

After both bills that proposed funding Florida Forever 
died, the legislature chose to provide this funding from 
General Revenue instead of from the doc stamp tax funds 
designated in the 2014 Constitutional Amendment 1, to 
fund the Land Acquisition Trust Fund (LATF).  While 
the funding does not recur and is much lower than an-
ticipated by the voters who supported designating funds 
for land acquisition, this is the most the program has re-
ceived since the 2014 Constitutional Amendment passed.   
Many thanks to Senator Bradley for his leadership on get-
ting funding this year.  Count on us being back next year 
to lock in the funding the public voted for.    

Sanibel's perseverance paid off this year.  After several 
years of requesting funding to improve water quality, the 
City was awarded $2 million for upgrades to the Donax 
Wastewater treatment plant.  The additional treatment 
will help reduce harmful nitrogen and phosphorus  levels 
in irrigation reuse water by 50 - 70%.  This is a significant 
advancement for the City to meet state-mandated water 
quality improvements.  

Other statewide Environmental Funding includes  
$50 million for beach renourishment;  $11 million for 
Hurricane Beach Recovery; $3.6 million for Florida's Re-
silient Coastline Program which includes $1 million for 
coral reef research and monitoring and $50 million for 
springs protection. 

Good Bills that Passed
Non-Native Animals (SB 168-Sen. Steube)– Creates 

a pilot program  to slow the spread of priority invasives 
such as the Tegu lizards, Burmese Pythons, Common and  
Red Lionfish and prohibited species via capture, destroy 
and study.  Requires the Fish & Wildlife Conservation 
Commission to submit a report to the Governor and Leg-
islature by January 2021.  

Bad Bills that Passed 
One of the worst bills to pass was the Delegation of 

Federal Wetland Permitting to the State: Wetlands Per-
mitting/State Assumption of Federal 404 Permits (HB 
7043-Rep. Raschein)
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By Gwenda Hiett-Clements, Immediate Past President, SCCF Board of Trustees
Celebrating our Volunteers with a Homestead Garden Party

Over 180 SCCF volunteers and guests 
gathered at Sanibel-Captiva Conservations 
Foundation’s Bailey Homestead Preserve 
Tuesday, February 27 for games, food and 
fun at SCCF’s annual Volunteer Apprecia-
tion Party.  

Forty volunteers were honored for meet-
ing milestones of service from 5 years to 25 
years in all areas including activities at the 
Nature Center and the Native Landscapes 
& Garden Center, monitoring sea turtle and 
shore bird activity, working with the Ham-
merhead carpentry crew, being docents with 

Captiva Cruises, and serving on the Board of Trustees and other com-
mittees.

Volunteers, staff and guests challenged each other to games of Boc-
ce, Croquet, Bean Bag Toss and other garden games on the expansive 
lawn of the Preserve before a lunch catered by Leslie Adams was served 
under the Pavilion. 

Nature Center volunteers: Robin Kirk, Carol Gestwicki, Fran Cameron, 
Gillian Bath, Living with Wildlife Educator Dee Serage-Century, Karl 
Werner, Sheilah Morley, Candice Ethridge, and Ed Rand.

Left:  Erick Lindblad with Board of Trustees and committee honorees Gwenda Hiett-Clements, Deborah La Gorce, Linda 
and Tom Uhler.  Right:  Sea Turtle and Shorebird monitoring volunteers: Claudia Burns, Shorebird Coordinator Audrey 
Albrecht, Donna Aldrich, Jewel Jensen, Sea Turtle Coordinator Kelly Sloan, Diane Neitzel, Irene Nolan, Nancy Riley.

SCCF CEO Erick Lindblad with Hammer-
heads Wally Kain and Sandy Montclare.
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Board of Trustees and Committees
Bill and Tory Birch, 20 yrs.
Gwenda Hiett-Clements, 20 yrs.
Linda and Tom Uhler, 20 yrs.
Deborah La Gorce, 15 yrs.

Nature Center (Office, Trail Guides,  
Trail Blazers, Weeds & Seeds)
Fran Cameron, 25 yrs. 
Ed Rand, 25 yrs.
Inge Glissman, 25 yrs.
Sallie Soule, 25 years
Sheilah Morley, 20 yrs.
Gillian Bath, 15 yrs.
Carol Gestwicki, 15 yrs.
Candice Ethridge, 15 yrs.
Pat Harig, 15 yrs.
Robin Kirk, 5 yrs.
Karl Werner, 5 yrs.

Native Landscapes & Garden Center
Joan Rogers, 15 yrs.
Nancy Seaward, 15 yrs.
Judy Evans, 10 yrs.

Sea Turtles and Shorebird Monitoring
Red Anders, 25 yrs.
Irene Nolan, 15 yrs.
Claudia Burns, 15 yrs.
Linda Estep, 5 yrs.
Ann Heck, 5 yrs.
Donna Aldrich, 1,000 hrs.
France Paulsen, 1,000 hrs.
Diane Neitzel, 1,000 hrs.
Nancy Riley, 1,000 hrs.
Jewel Jensen, 500 hrs.
Mike Nabors, 500 hrs.
Marilyn and Philip Klaren, 500 hrs.

Hammerheads
Wally Kain, 9,000 hrs.
Demo Scutakes, 3,000 hrs.
Ed Riddlehoover, 1,000 hrs.
Ray Windust, 10 yrs., 500 hrs.
Sandy Montclare, 10 yrs.

Captiva Cruises (Wildlife Cruise Docents)
Fay Carney, 20 yrs.
Linda Tedeschi, 5 yrs.
Jaye Boswell, 1,000 hrs.
Rich Garcia, 500 hrs.

Volunteer Awards for 2016-2017
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Who  remembers the days of Rachel Carson, her book 
Silent Spring, the creation of the federal Environmental 
Protection Agency, and the banning of DDT to protect 
our nesting eagles and other wildlife?  Well 40 years later 
the worldwide use of anticoagulant rodenticides show 
shocking parallels to the use of DDT.  Both are indiscrim-
inate killers that can move through multiple layers of the 
food chain and affect the carnivores that eat the poisoned 
rats and rabbits.   SCCF’s recent focus has been on the rat 
poison dangers to our eagles, hawks, and the poster child, 
barn owls.  But are rat poisons also affecting our bobcats 
and even panthers in Florida?  

According to Dr. Laurel Serieys on her website Urban 
Carnivores www.urbancarnivores.com, the ingestion of an-
ticoagulant rat poisons by bobcats is strongly correlated to 
a disease epidemic of notoedic mange in California.  Bob-
cats exposed to anticoagulant rat poisons are five times 
more likely to die of notoedic mange — which is typically 
a benign disease for wild cats!  Until now this disease has 
never been documented to cause population declines in 
any wild cat species globally.  It is thought that chronic 
exposure to the poisons are decreasing bobcat immunity.

If this is happening to our island bobcats how would we 
know?  Poisoned weak rats that wander around for some-
times a week before dying are easy prey.  92% of  bobcats 
were found exposed to rat poisons in a large scale study by 
the National Park Service and California biologists.  There 
have been very few studies like this done on wild cats.

If this news wasn’t alarming enough, anticoagulant 
exposure also interferes with the reproductive  success of 
wildlife.  Two fetal bobcats found in a female road-killed 
bobcat had already been exposed to multiple rat poisons 

before they were born.
 I hope you all got a copy of the “SCCF Help us 

Bring Back the Barn Owls” postcard  and are requiring 
your pest control professionals at the least to stop using 
the worst of the worst rat poisons listed.  But to be clear 
— all rat poisons can harm wildlife not just the ones 
listed on the postcard.  SCCF uses Truly Nolan because 
they do not use rat poisons….they plug up the holes so 
the rats can’t get in! 

On the good news side of this issue, a barn owl was 
sighted eating a rat at the Bailey Homestead in March.   Also 
CROW rehabbed and released a juvenile female barn owl 
found at the Sanibel School in March.  A barn owl was pho-
tographed also on the Sanctuary Golf Course.  Did we have 
two reproductive pairs this winter?  Let’s keep them safe!

Are Bobcats Being Harmed by Rat Poisons?
Dee Serage Century, Living with Wildlife Education

Photo of juvenile bobcat on North Captiva by Red Anders

Bailey Homestead Preserve — making tHe land Work tour
Join SCCF’s Kristie Anders or Dee Serage-Century for a walking history tour of one of the newest SCCF preserves. 
The walk will focus on reclaiming the land for wildlife and how the land has been used through time. For half a 
century the land was worked as a farm. It also served as home for several generations of the Bailey family.   Tour in-
cludes a look at the newly planted gardens at the Native Landscapes and Garden Center plus entrance to the Bailey 
family home which is open by tour only.  Wednesdays at 8:30 a.m.  Meet at the Welcome Kiosk on the Shipley Trail 
(near the entrance to the Bailey Homestead Preserve).
  
exPlore tHe Bailey Homestead Preserve, sHiPley trail and garden Center on your oWn
The Shipley Trail begins at the preserve and joins up with the City of Sanibel’s Pond Apple Park Trail, so that it is 
possible to begin at the Bailey Homestead and follow a trail all the way to the Chamber of Commerce.  While the 
Bailey family house is only open during certain tours, the grounds are open.  SCCF restored the windmill that was 
damaged by a hurricane in the 1940s (and the twisted blades rest at the base if you want to see the impact of a hur-
ricane on a windmill).  The old Honey House is now the shop for the Native Landscapes & Garden Center, where 
you can buy honey collected by bees on Sanibel, seeds for edible gardens.  Tour the demonstration gardens and ask 
our knowledgeable staff about “going native” in your own yard.

Explore the Bailey Homestead Preserve
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By Jenny Evans, Native Landscapes & Garden Center Manager

Notes from the Homestead:  The Pond Apple

It’s the time of year to take a walk on a hunt for the creamy white 
flowers of Pond Apple (Annona glabra)!  Hanging upside down, it is worth 
some back-bending contortions to see the beautiful reddish insides of the 
flower itself (photo right shows the fruit forming).  

Often found in swampy areas, this is a good time of year to access 
the wet spots that otherwise require some wading in the late summer and 
fall, though it is in the fall when the plant is most noticeable because of 
its avocado looking fruit.  Edible, though not particularly tasty, the fruit 
is filled with a peach-colored flesh and many seeds.  Take note: the seeds 
are poisonous and are spread throughout the fruit itself, so chew carefully!  

Even though here in Florida we take great joy in the tropical nature of 
our pond apple population (it is at the northern tip of its range in Florida), 
it has unfortunately become one of Australia’s worst invasive plant spe-
cies.  Nonetheless, our Florida population feeds many large wildlife with 
its fruit, its leaves are host to a native moth species, and its branches and 
trunk are often the preferred perch of rare orchids and bromeliads as well 
as the roosting and nesting spot of several species of aquatic birds.  It’s 
almost an ecosystem unto itself!

You may have already heard.  We’re in challenging times for the Annual Fund Drive 
ending in less than two months.

SCCF will not be receiving a $150,000.00 operating grant we have been blessed to 
receive every spring for many years. The donor, a truly wonderful person, had to take a 
funding break for this year.  We hope we can count on her generosity returning next year.

For now, though, we need your help as we try to replace that essential funding. Your 
support will drive SCCF’s mission, programs and operations in countless ways.

If you have already made your FY2017-2018 gift, please consider making a second 
contribution to SCCF before June 30. If you haven’t yet decided about renewing your 
Annual Fund Drive gift, please consider doing so at this time, perhaps at a higher level 
for this year. No matter what you decide, please know you are all truly valued members 
of the SCCF Family.

You can use the remittance envelope recently mailed to you, donate on www.sccf.org, 
or call Cheryl Giattini at 239-395-2768 to help us meet this funding challenge.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this last heartfelt request for the 
FY17-18 Annual Fund Drive.

One Last Appeal for your HELP!
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This bill allows the State Departmen of Environmental 
Protection to take over federal wetland permitting from the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers that reviews permits for im-
pacting wetland and endangered species habitats.  Federal 
protections were established decades ago under the landmark 
Clean Water and Endangered Species Acts.  In our experi-
ence this is putting the fox in charge of the hen house as 
the state review has historically been far less protective of 
wetlands and habitat protection than Federal reviews.  This 
handing off of federal review from the EPA to the states is 
a declared priority of the current EPA administrator, Scott 
Pruitt and was the top legislative priority for the state De-
partment of Environmental Protection (DEP) despite the 
fact that staffing levels at DEP have been eroded the past 
seven years and legislative mandates have required expedited 
review of permits.  

This action does not serve  the public's interest and there 
is little doubt it is a favor to campaign funders in this election 
year.  We will stay engaged and will publicize opportunities 
for public comment when they are scheduled as the process 
moves forward with rulemaking.   

Environmental Regulation - Reclaimed Water (CS/
CS/HB 1149 /SB 1308-Sen. Perry) This bill allows treated 
wastewater to be pumped underground into the drinking 
water aquifer to offset over pumping of the aquifer to provide 
water supply, prevent saltwater intrusion, augment aquifer 
levels.  The Senate  bill was referred and absorbed into HB 
1149  where it passed.  As we go to press, late-breaking 
good news: the Governor unexpectedly vetoed this bill!

Good Bills that Failed
For the second year the Fracking ban bill (SB 462-Sen. 

Young/HB 237-Rep. Peters) that would have banned frack-
ing in all its forms failed even though it had broad bipartisan 
support.  The Senate bill successfully passed through two of 
its three committees but failed to be placed on the agenda of 
its last committee.  The House bill was withdrawn from the 
first of its three assigned committees.

Florida Forever  (SB 370 Sen. Bradley)  This bill was a 
priority for us to assure implementation of the 2014 Consti-
tutional Amendment 1 funding was spent as taxpayers over-
whelmingly supported.  The bill would have directed $100 
million/year of LATF money to Florida Forever and would 
have prohibited the legislature from using those monies as 
they have the past few years for administrative  and IT ex-
penses of state agencies.  The bill passed the Senate but died 
in messages. Representative Caldwell filed a competing bill.   
Both failed but the Legislature did a one year appropriation 

for Florida Forever at outlined above.  
Natural Resources (HB 7063 Rep. Caldwell) This bill 

would have established a funding allocation for Florida For-
ever over 19 years, beginning with $57 million in FY2019-
20 and increasing to $200 million by FY 2029-2039 as Flor-
ida Forever bonds are paid off.  The bill directed the LATF 
funding to be evenly divided between three  Florida Forever 
programs: 1/3 for land acquisition, 1/3 for Florida Commu-
nities Trust and 1/3 for Rural and Family Lands.   The bill 
died on the House Calendar . 

 Onsite Sewage Treatment and Disposal Systems (SB 
1664-Sen. Simmons) This bill would have allowed for septic 
tank remediation plans in Basin Management Action Areas. 
Septic Tank remediation is an important component to ad-
dress old or failing septic systems that continue to add to 
the nutrient pollution problem of surface and ground waters 
that exacerbate algae blooms and prolong red tides. 

Disposable Plastic Bags (SB 348-Sen. J. J. Rodriguez) 
This bill would have authorized coastal communities of less 
than 100,000 population  to establish pilot programs to reg-
ulate or ban disposable plastic bags, collect data and submit 
reports to the Department of Environmental Protection.  In 

Policy — Continued from Page 3

New Interns at Wildlife & Habitat Management

Jack Brzoza grew up just north of the city of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, but was taught at a young age 
to appreciate and respect the natural environment through many hours spent exploring national forests 
and game lands fishing, hiking, hunting, and camping.  Annual vacations to the Outer Banks fostered an 
appreciation for the ocean and marine ecosystems. After majoring at the University of Pittsburgh in biol-
ogy,  Jack pursued interests in the field of marine conservation. In 2016, as a research assistant in Costa 
Rica, Jack spent the nesting season working for a NGO devoted to the conservation and research of sea 
turtles. In 2017, again performing conservation and research of sea turtles, Jack worked as technician with 
the Georgia DNR, operating on Ossabaw Island.  Hoping to utilize prior knowledge and experience and 
continue learning with SCCF, he is looking forward to a productive, rewarding season on Sanibel. 

Jack Bzroza screening a nest 
on Ossabaw Island.
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New Interns at Wildlife & Habitat Management
Ana DeFilippo is SCCF’s new Shorebird Intern.  She was raised in 

Jupiter, Florida, and received a B.S. in Marine Science and a minor in 
Geology from Florida Gulf Coast University in 2017.  

She enjoys fishing, paddle boarding, and scuba diving in her free 
time.  Coming into this internship she had no experience with birds 
of any kind but she is eager to learn all she can from a shorebird ex-
pert.  She previously complet-
ed a land management intern-
ship where she learned how to 
properly mix chemical to con-
trol invasive and exotic plant 
species

Jack Brzoza grew up just north of the city of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, but was taught at a young age 
to appreciate and respect the natural environment through many hours spent exploring national forests 
and game lands fishing, hiking, hunting, and camping.  Annual vacations to the Outer Banks fostered an 
appreciation for the ocean and marine ecosystems. After majoring at the University of Pittsburgh in biol-
ogy,  Jack pursued interests in the field of marine conservation. In 2016, as a research assistant in Costa 
Rica, Jack spent the nesting season working for a NGO devoted to the conservation and research of sea 
turtles. In 2017, again performing conservation and research of sea turtles, Jack worked as technician with 
the Georgia DNR, operating on Ossabaw Island.  Hoping to utilize prior knowledge and experience and 
continue learning with SCCF, he is looking forward to a productive, rewarding season on Sanibel. 

Ana DeFilippo with a 
royal tern.

this second year this worthy bill was withdrawn in its first assigned committee in the Senate and failed to capture any support 
in the House. Plastic pollution is a growing problem in our oceans as the recently reported Pacific Garbage Patch has grown 
by up to 16 times bigger than previous estimates and is twice the size of Texas.

Bad Bills that Failed
Tree and Timber Trimming Removal and Harvesting (SB 574 Sen. Steube) The original bill would have pre-empted 

local government tree trimming ordinances but the bill was amended in committee to have less overreach. The bill passed 
the full House of Representatives but died in the second assigned Senate Committee.

Local Government (Growth Management) (HB 883 – Government Accountability Committee Bill-Comm. Chair 
Caldwell) This bill contained several elements of local government pre-emption, including Community Redevelopment 
Agency function and preemption of local comprehensive plans.

Ongoing Activity
The Constitutional Revision Commission (CRC) is also currently reviewing proposed constitutional amendments that 

must be ready to present to the Florida Secretary of State by May 1st.  CRC Proposal 91, that proposes to ban oil and gas drilling 
off the Coast of Florida, passed by a vote of 32-1 and will be presented to the full CRC for a final vote once its language has been 
prepared to appear on the ballot.  Late Breaking update on final CRC decisions:  The Florida CRC has placed eight constitutional 
amendments on the November 6th general election ballot.  In a highly debated move, the CRC has “bundled” issues to appear 
together on one amendment.  The oil and gas drilling ban has been paired with the proposal to outlaw electronic vaping in 
public places and will appear together as Amendment 9.

The reoccurring theme we have heard from those involved in the legislative process is that the issues were absolutely 
impacted this year by the large number of citizens that contacted their legislators regarding specific bills. We appreciate your 

participation and you should know that 
your involvement made a difference.

For the table of bills and final votes 
that SCCF was following and for a link 
to the complete 2018-19 State Budget, 
please see the SCCF 2018 Legislative 
Tracker at sccf.org

Lee County Post Hurricane Irma Flood 
Reports Available

Between the August rainfall event 
and Hurricane Irma, 30 inches of rain 
deluged our region in just a few weeks, 
creating flood impacts across the Coun-
ty.  Lee County has posted post Hur-
ricane Irma reports for areas around the 
County at this website:  http://www.lee-
gov.com/irma.  

The County is now in the process of 
selecting a firm or firms to look at poten-
tial engineered solutions to flooding. A  
negotiated contract for a selected firm or 
firms is anticipated to go to the Lee Board 
of County Commissioners for approval 
this summer. 

Policy -- Continued from left
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SCCF began a new program this past season:  Evenings at the Homestead, held in the pavilion at the Bailey Home-
stead Preserve.  These programs featured SCCF staff, joined by experts, speaking on three topics:  Shorebirds, Green 
Sea Turtle Tagging, and Pythons.

On Tuesday, February 6, SCCF’s Shorebird Biologist 
Audrey Albrecht spoke about what we have learned about 
individual birds through banding. For example, E24 (pic-
tured) is a piping plover, banded in North Dakota in 2012, 
that winters on North Captiva but returns to North Dakota 
to nest each year. In addition to learning about individu-
al birds, topics will include the history and origin of bird 
banding, the many methods of trapping and marking birds, 
and the invaluable data gathered from these studies.

Evenings at the Homestead:  Shorebirds, Sea Turtles and Pythons

On March 27, SCCF’s Wildlife & Habitat Management Director 
— and Herpetologist — Chris Lechowicz and Wildlife Biologist Ian 
Bartoszek spoke about all things PYTHON!  Bartoszek is a Wildlife 
Biologist and the Science Coordinator at the Conservancy of Southwest 
Florida.  He has worked extensively in the Picayune and Fakahatchee 
Strands (eastern Collier County) on research projects under the auspices 
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the comprehensive Everglades 
restoration plan (CERP).  He recently served as the invasive animal lead 
for the Southwest Florida Cooperative Invasive Species Management 
Area (CISMA) and is the principal investigator on a radio-telemetry 

research project tracking Burmese pythons in Southwest Florida.   The presentation focused 
on the initial results of five years of radio-telemetric tracking of the Burmese pythons in South-
west Florida. This ground-breaking study has uncovered new information about this invasive 
apex predator and its impact on native wildlife.

On March 5, SCCF’s Sea Turtle Coordinator Kelly 
Sloan was joined by Dave Addison (of the Conservancy of 
Southwest Florida) and Dean Bagley (from the University 
of Central Florida Marine Turtle Research Group, Inwa-
ter Research Group) to share what we have learned from 
SCCF’s satellite telemetry tracking of green sea turtles 
and how the results contribute to sea turtle conservation.

The SCCF/Conservancy project is the first to use 
satellite telemetry to “follow” locally nesting green tur-
tles. Tracking has provided valuable information about 
the turtles’ post-nesting movements and the location of 
their foraging grounds.
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On April 7 and 8, 90 players raised their racquets for conservation at the Sundial Beach Resort and Spa for the 
26th Annual SCCF Tennis Tournament and the first Annual SCCF Pickleball Challenge.  Thanks to our many event 
sponsors for their support: Barbara Chappell, Wayne and Linda Boyd, "Diego," The Sadie, Tess, and Bella Foundation,  

Dee Century with uber volunteer 
Lynne Bode

Christian Clark and Consolation Winner 
Linda Koch with Jodi Cort

Winners Doreen Ruane, Melissa Rice, Theressa Dolloff, 
Paige Babcock, Betsy Ventura and Myra Speas

Above:  First Place Myrna Speas and Betsy Ventura.  
Right:  Fist Place Michael Murray and William 
Trinkle.  Further right:  Barbara Bluedorn.

Winners Tom Rizzo and Lucas Century

Sundial staffers Christian Clark, Ernesto Enriquez, 
Angi Hager and Sean Warren

Tennis/Pickleball Anyone?
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Above:  Ron Rosen and Rob Moore;  Above right:  
Barbara Chappell;  Right:  Bob Vinson.

Left:  Winners Oliver Per-
rotte and Anton Heldman.  
Heldman has played in 
every tournament.  Below:  
Dee Century with raffle 
winner Mary Jane Vinson.

Winners Joe Jorgensen, Rob Strumillo, Marcel Ventura, 
Chris Dolloff, Dan Schuyler and Bob Blakely

Winners Barbara Chappell, Nancy Orr, Cat Colfer 
and Janet Turner with Erick Lindblad

Winners David Petrick, Helmut Peters, Mark Andrews 
and Tony Crouch

Winners Susie Holly, Karen Muranski, April Fleming 
and Lori James with Erick Lindblad

"Wonderfully Anonymous," Carolyn Bidinger, the Puschels, the Burch’s, Robin Kirk, Karen Bell, the Roth’s, the Adams, 
Dan Cohn, Don Aldridge, Deborah La Gorce, Tom Rizzo, Kurt Peters, Graham Ritts and Ryan Martinson.  Thanks 
also to super volunteers Lucas Century and Lynne Bode plus a special thanks to the Sundial staff for their cheerful help.    
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SCCF May/June 2018  Program Schedule
Bailey Homestead:  making tHe land Work

This one-hour walking tour of the Bailey Homestead Preserve 
blends SCCF’s mission-driven work on the historic property, 
the history of the land itself and some stories about the Bailey 
family, which farmed the land for three generations.  Wednes-
days at 8:30 a.m.  No reservations.  1300 Periwinkle Way, meet 
at the Welcome Kiosk at the head of the Shipley Trail, near the 
entrance.  Call Kristie or Dee at 472-2329 for more information.  
Free to members and children.  $5 for non-members.  

CaloosaHatCHee oxBoW & riverlore Cruise
Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the up-
river Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by Rae 
Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Franklin Lock 
& Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  May 13 (Mother’s Day) is 
the last cruise of the season.  Space is limited. Advance reserva-
tions and payment required.  Register online:  from sccf.org, click 
on Resources upper right and follow Oxbow Cruise dropdown.  
$45 per person.   
  

tHe City tHat almost Wasn’t
Chronicling over a century of preserving paradise, the 
program celebrates the forward thinking of many is-
landers and visitors, including Theodore Roosevelt and 
“Ding” Darling, establishment of the Refuge, founding 
of SCCF, leading up to the incorporation and ensuing 
history of the City of Sanibel.  Learn about many of the 
key steps islanders have taken and what  lies  ahead  with  
most  pressing issues for the islands’ future.  Monday, June 
25 at 10 a.m.  Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members 
and children, $5 for non-members.

Florida PantHers and WildliFe Corridors
Florida panthers are the rarest mammals in North America 
– and their future depends on wildlife corridors.  While not 
found on Sanibel, they play an important role in maintain-
ing the ecosystems of Southwest Florida. The last few years 
have seen record-breaking panther deaths, but there is hope 
in protecting their habitat and allowing the elusive cat to 
spread north into its historic habitat. Prior to joining SCCF, 
Alexis Horn ran the Sierra Club’s Florida Panther program. 
Learn what makes Florida panthers unique and why they are 
so vital to our environment.  Tuesday, May 8 and June 12 at 
10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per 
adult, with members and children attending for free.

sHoreBirds oF saniBel & CaPtiva
Join SCCF biologists to learn about the shorebird species 
that nest on our beaches, including snowy plovers, least 
terns and wilson’s plovers.  SCCF has been monitoring 
beach nesting birds on Sanibel since 2002.  Learn how you 
can safely share the beach and help us protect our feathered 
friends.  Thursday, May 10 and 24 at 2 p.m.  Free to members 
and children, $5 for non-members.

stormy WeatHer

Stormy Weather looks at some of this area’s most lively 
weather phenomena including waterspouts, hurricanes 
and lightning storms.  Volatile weather is not uncommon 
in any season.  South Florida is the lightning capital of the 
country.  Collisions of clouds, tropical storms and other 
severe weather events shape our islands and human exis-
tence.  Monday, May 14 and June 11 at 10 a.m.  Free to 
members and children, $5 for non-members. 

tides/WHere is sea level?
Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just en-
joying the view of the water, tides and currents affect most 
of our lives daily.  Have you ever wondered why the islands 
sometimes have just one tide a day or why you can see sea 
grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide?  What and 
where is mean sea level? Why is it important?  This is an in-
troduction how water behaves as the earth spins, the moon 
orbits and the winds blow. Monday, May 21 and June 18 at 
10 a.m. Members and children 17 and under are free. Cost is 
$5 per adult, with members and children free.

turtle traCks
Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursday in May and June at 10 
a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Education Center 
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition	&	Stewardship
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtles	&	Shorebirds
•	 Wildlife	&	Habitat	Management

Shelley Marcelli Greggs
Robin Krivanek
Diane Neitzel

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

John Morse - President
Doug Ryckman - Vice President
Tom Rathbone - Treasurer    

Linda Uhler - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Chief Executive Officer0

Gwenda Hiett-
Clements

Erick Lindblad 
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Kelly Sloan

Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2018
Susan Beittel
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Deborah La Gorce

Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Paul Roth
Ty Symroski

Kristie Anders
Jenny Evans

Eric Milbrandt
Cheryl Giattini

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

May/June 2018 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957


