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July - August 2018

SCCF Member Update

Sea Turtle Nesting Season Began Mid-April

Left:  Daytime Kemps ridley nest; Right:  Kemps ridley 
hatchling dug from the nest.  It will be released at night.  
Below: SCCF staffers at the nest;  
Bottom:  SCCF Volunteers.

On Monday, April 16, the SCCF's Sea Turtle Program re-
ported the first sea turtle nest of the 2018 season!

For only the third time in the history of the SCCF Sea Tur-
tle Program, a Kemp’s ridley sea turtle nested on Sanibel Island. 
The Kemp's ridley is one of the smallest and most endangered 
species of sea turtle in the world. We are beyond thrilled that 
our first nest of the season was laid by a rare Kemp's ridley!

Last year SCCF's Sea Turtle Program had a total of 684 
nests on Sanibel - 650 loggerhead nests and 34 green nests - 
and 189 nests on Captiva. Both the loggerhead and the green 
nest counts for Sanibel surpassed previous records. 2017 was 
the fourth year in a row that Sanibel has broken historic nest-
ing records, so we are hopeful that conservation efforts from 
the past 20-30 years are starting to pay off and sea turtle nest 
counts will continue to rise. 

More information on SCCF's Sea Turtle Program can be 
found at sccf.org, under Our Work.

If you have any questions or concerns about nesting or in-
jured turtles please call the SCCF Sea Turtle Hotline at (978) 
728- 3663.

Sharing the Beach with Sea Turtles
Please keep our beaches sea turtle friendly:
•	 Turn off or shield all lights that are visible from the 

beach. Do not use flashlights or cell phone lights on the 
beach. If necessary, use amber or red LED bulbs.

•	 Do not disturb the screens covering nests. They pre-
vent predators from eating the eggs and the hatchlings 
emerge through the holes without assistance.

•	 Remove all beach furniture and equipment from the 
beach at night.

•	 Dispose of fishing line properly to avoid wildlife en-
tanglement.

•	 Fill in large holes that can trap hatchlings and nesting 
sea turtles.

•	 Do not disturb nesting turtles – please do not to get too 
close, shine lights on, or take flash photos of nesting sea 
turtles.

•	 Pick up litter.
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By Rae Ann Wessel, SCCF Natural Resource Policy Director

By Rae Ann Wessel, SCCF Natural Resource Policy Director

Policy:  San-Cap Realtors Support Water Quality

Policy:  The Caloosahatchee Goldlilocks Condition

See Caloosahatchee right

SCCF Policy Director Rae Ann Wessel accepts the donation 
from 2018 Association President Dustyn Corace

The Sanibel Captiva Association of Realtors have 
been good partners in water issues over the years and 
this year we are most grateful for their generous support 
of SCCF’s water quality work through the donation of 
proceeds from their spring auction.  Their $14,000 do-
nation will be directed to water quality work in Policy 
and at the Marine Lab.

Record setting rainfall the last 2 weeks of May flooded the entire Greater Everglades region. To manage lake 
water levels, the Corps of Engineers began Lake Okeechobee releases on June 1st to the Caloosahatchee and St 
Lucie estuaries.   The Caloosahatchee received harmful estuary flows 2 to 3 times harmful volumes.  In a matter of 
days the Caloosahatchee flipped from 3 months of harm caused by too little freshwater, to harm from too much 
freshwater.   This increasingly frequent condition is what prompted me to coin the description The Caloosahatchee 
Goldilocks Condition in 2004.  

Generally high flows are directly related to high rainfall combined with the loss of storage capacity in the ditched 
and drained greater Everglades ecosystem but this sudden event, that started with early rainfall at the very beginning 
of the wet season, bears greater scrutiny because, frankly, it was unnecessary and the direct consequence of bad water 
management decisions.  

Following Hurricane Irma in September 2017 the estuary was blasted with high flows through December.  
Within 30 days, despite lake levels remaining harmfully high, water managers decided to cut back needed lake flows 
to the Caloosahatchee, causing salinity levels to creep upriver to levels that exceeded the minimum flow and level 
harm standard of 10 psu at Fort Myers.  For three months, despite our requests and clear evidence that there was 
sufficient water in the lake to meet all agricultural and other water supply demands and maintain healthy salinity 
levels in the Caloosahatchee, even if the rainy season started near the end of June, they refused. So the Caloosa-
hatchee got too little freshwater, harming 
struggling freshwater tapegrass habitat in 
the upper Caloosahatchee.   

Then it started to rain in mid-May.   
For two weeks the Caloosahatchee got 
harmful levels of water just from our riv-
ers watershed — runoff from Hendry and 
Glades Counties — with no discharges 
from Lake Okeechobee.  Harmful high 
flows that cause low salinity impacts to es-
tuarine and marine organisms occur when 
freshwater flows at the Franklin lock reach 
2,800 cfs (1.26 million gallons/minute or 
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1.81 trillion gallons/day).  
On June 1st, very high discharges from Lake Okeechobee were dumped west that nearly tripled the harmful high 

flows to the estuary, (over 3.68 million gallons/minute or 5.3 trillion gallons/day) dumping dark fresh water and sud-
denly dropping salinities in the estuary all the way to the mouth of the river at Shell Point.  

The consequence of this sudden, drastic and continuing salinity drop has been a massive die off of estuarine clams 
and oysters at Iona just upstream of Shell Pointe and is fueling harmful freshwater cyanobacteria, including Micro-
cystis, from LaBelle to Iona Cove.

So although the lake, estuaries, and southern Everglades ecosystems were all flooded with too much water, the 
farmlands in the EAA south of the lake got ideal flood control and water supply conditions.   Beginning with the first 
week water was dumped to the coasts, 98.5% of that discharge was backflowed water from the L8 Canal on the east 
coast and the Clewiston Industrial canal on the southwest side of the lake!   Water comes into the lake six times faster 
than it can be discharged, so with the lake a harmfully high levels at the very beginning of the wet season, it makes 
no sense to allow agriculture to shunt their stormwater into the lake where it then gets dumped on the estuaries that 
have also received too much rain.   

On June 20, the Governor directed DEP to issue an emergency order to the Army Corps urging them to tem-
porarily modify permitted operations in order to move water south out of Lake Okeechobee.  The order expires on 
November 30, 2018.

Solutions
The operational protocols for operating this system must change, especially as we face more extremes in weather 

variability.  The past few years, records have been broken for droughts and deluge in the 86 years of record keeping..   
1. If the agricultural backflows into the lake had not been allowed there would not have been a need to make the 

massive, early season estuary discharges.  The backflows accounted for 98.5% of the water discharged to 
the estuaries.  

2. It was premature to dump massive quantities of water to the estuaries at the very beginning of the rainy season 
when no water was being held by or discharged to agricultural areas to share the harm.   There was capacity in 
the lake for this early event.  

3. EAA stormwater has usurped and consumes nearly all the capacity of the taxpayer funded  stormwater water 
treatment areas (STAs) and Water Conservation Areas (WCAs) storage capacity south of the lake.  This infra-
structure was designed to take water from Lake Okeechobee, not serve as agriculture’s personal storage.  

4. If water managers had not starved the Caloosahatchee of needed freshwater flows for the four previous dry 
months, the lower lake would have had even more capacity to store water. 

Our estuaries cannot afford to bear the burden of agriculture’s preferential treatment for stormwater and water 
supply.   Common complaints by  agriculture that blame the Cape Sable Seaside Sparrow for their water woes are a 
ludicrous diversionary tactic to keep the public from recognizing the multitude of ways the agencies operate the hy-
drologic system for the selective benefit of EAA agriculture south of the lake.  

The agencies are not going to change the protocols unless we demand it.  It is past time to change the system.  
Progress has been made over the past 24 years I’ve been engaged in this fight.  Several projects to open up flow through 
the bottom of the Everglades system are coming on line this year and next.  It takes time but the outcomes are within 
our reach.   Stay connected and stay engaged, in this fight ever voice counts.  

Everglades Summit in Washington DC
In April a group of approximately 200 arrived in Washington, DC for America’s Everglades Summit to ask  Con-

gress to support the Everglades Reservoir in this year’s Water Resource Development Act (WRDA) bill. The most 
surprising aspect of the event and lobbying was the widespread   understanding and support for moving this critical 
project  forward by members from other states! Statements of support from U.S. Representatives Mike Simpson (R-
ID), Mike Quigley ( D-IL)Bill Shuster (R-PA), Garret Graves (R-LA), Peter DeFazio (D-OR), and Grace Napolitano 
(D-CA) in passing this important bipartisan measure, and we are particularly grateful for Rep. Francis Rooney and 

Caloosahatchee -- Continued from left
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Everglades Summit -- Continued from Page 3

Brian Mast’s (R-FLA) efforts to advance the Everglades reservoir.  
The process is underway.  The Assistant Secretary of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers approved the plans 

submitted by the South Florida Water Management District for the Everglades Reservoir. the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives passed the bipartisan Water Resources Development Act of 2018 (WRDA) by a vote of 408-2, which 
includes a path forward for authorization of the Everglades Agricultural Area reservoir.   The plan is currently 
under review by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB).  Once they approve the project it will be eligible 
for inclusion in the US Senate WRDA bill,  which hopefully will  move to the Senate floor in the coming weeks.  

One might think that after an all time record setting wet year that flooded areas for weeks at a time this past year 
we’d think twice about placing new homes in harm’s way by developing wetlands, wouldn’t you?  Apparently greed 
knows no bounds. For the past seven years SCCF policy staff has been working with neighbors and partners to oppose 
a Canadian developer who is seeking to develop mangrove wetlands along both sides of Shell Point Blvd.  

Our opposition has reduced impacts dramatically with the elimination of a 171 wet slip marina, Clubhouse, pool and 
252 multi-family units.  The current proposal includes 55 single family units and 57 boat slips on 36 acres of jurisdic-
tional, coastal, mangrove wetlands and open water.  Development on this property has been proposed and appropriately 
rejected repeatedly over the past 40 years beginning with The Estuaries in the 1970s, due to the critical location and func-
tions of this wetland habitat that provides public protection from storm surges, flooding and designated critical habitat 
used by numerous endangered and listed species.  These critical functions are even more important today as over half of 
Lee County’s wetlands have been eliminated for development and sea level rise presents a progressive erosion of low lying 
wetlands that will significantly increase the storm surge hazard in the next 20 years. 

The state application for dredge and fill  has been 
withdrawn due to lack of response from the applicant 
so they have moved on to request rezoning the 306 
acre parcel from Environmentally Critical Wetlands 
that would allow 1 unit/20 acres to Suburban land use 
with 6 units/acre.    A zoning hearing scheduled for 
mid May was continued to September 25th.  In Lee 
County one must be present and speak at the Zoning 
hearing in order to put their concerns on the record.  
So we hope you will join SCCF , over 200 residents, 
the City of Sanibel and Conservancy of Southwest 
Florida  to oppose the zoning. 

This project is contrary to the public interest and does 
not meet the Goals, Policies and Objectives of the Lee 
County Comprehensive Plan or the Land Development 
Code that have been adopted to  assure public safety and 
carefully plan for growth and its effects.  You can learn 
more at our website:  sccf.org, 1) under Natural Resource 
Policy, then Eden Oak or 2) under Take Action.

By Rae Ann Wessel, SCCF Natural Resource Policy Director

Policy:   Developing Wetlands for Housing – Do We Never Learn?
  Eden Oak
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2018 is a big election year for Florida with a major-
ity of offices up for grabs from the Florida Governor & 
Cabinet, to US House and US Senate seats as well as State 
legislative seats, 2 local County Commission seats and 13 
Constitutional Amendments!   Ads have started and it’s 
time to study the issues, get informed, attend candidate 
forums and ask questions!  Then be sure to vote: The 
Florida Primary is Tuesday, August 28, 2018 and the 
General Election is Tuesday, November 6, 2018.

See a list of offices and candidates as of this writing  
(sccf.org under Resources, Take Action, 2018 Election 
Page))

We encourage you to ask questions:

Governor, Secretary of Agriculture and State Legislature:
Florida’s water supply, public safety, coastlines and 

economy are being and will increasingly be affected by 
rising sea levels.   What do you propose to proactively 
prepare Florida’s population and infrastructure to adapt 
to changing conditions? 

What is your position on Energy production and sup-
ply in Florida?  Do you support fracking? Why?  Do you 
support offshore oil drilling in the eastern Gulf of Mexico?  

Southwest Florida is one of the fastest growing areas 
in the Country.  How will you address the correspond-
ing water quality degradation issues partly caused by that 
growth?

Congressional Offices:
What is your plan to support Everglades restoration?
What is your position on Energy production?  Why?   

Do you support expanding leasing for oil drilling off US 
waters?  Why?

Do you support the current price support for sugar even 
through it  benefits large corporations not family farmers?  

Lee County Commissioners:
Conservation 2020
Do you support continuing to fund the Conservation 

2020 program for the purposes 84% of Lee County voters 
supported  or do you think the program has completed 
its task?  

Will you commit to using the 40 million remaining 
that was from ad valorum assessments on the program it 
was collected to support or do you support spending it on 
water quality treatment projects?  

How do you propose to replenish the funding and 
what level of funding do you support?  

Impact Fees
What is your position on new development paying for 

its impact on services, schools, roads, parks etc through 
the payment of  Impact Fees?

What % of impact fees do you support?  Why?  
How will you specifically address the transportation 

funding deficit facing Lee County and what will you do 
to discourage development sprawl which creates addition-
al transportation and infrastructure problems?

Coastal Resiliency
Southeast Florida Counties have established a com-

pact to address and protect their communities from the 
effects of climate change and sea level rise.  http://www.
southeastfloridaclimatecompact.org

What are your ideas to address sea level rise issues here 
in Lee County and along the West Coast?

By Rae Ann Wessel and Holly Schwartz, SCCF Natural Resource Staff
Be Informed and Vote!

Policy:   Elections 2018 — Major Changes at Hand

See Page 9 for more photos of Lake O and Caloosahatchee algae
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By Jenny Evans, Native Landscapes & Garden Center Manager

Notes from the Homestead

Recycle Your Plastic Pots!
Just a reminder that the Native Landscapes & Garden Center 

will reuse your black plastic pots!  Any size pots may be dropped 
off at one of two locations: the SCCF Nature Center (look for 
the bright blue bin near the former entrance to the Garden Cen-
ter, to the right of the exit drive) or at the Native Landscapes & 
Garden Center at the Bailey Homestead, near the garage.  Please 
tap the old soil out of your pots and discard any hanging tags or 
“stick-in” labels.  Thanks!

With spring high tides and rains in May came the beginning of mos-
quito season.   There have been many “for the better” changes in mosqui-
to control methods over the years.  Thankfully, gone are days on Sanibel 
of a DC3 plane flying overhead spewing smoke which was diesel mixed 
with Malathion to kill flying adult mosquitoes.  Today the low volume 
spraying for adult mosquitoes from helicopter or truck does not need a 
mixer like diesel…much better for the environment.  Malathion is no 
longer used because the insects have such a fast life cycle they built up 
resistance to this horrible pesticide.

The first week in June and following recent rains, Lee County Mos-
quito Control District (LCMCD) helicopters were seen spraying the 
grass swales behind the SCCF Nature Center at about 10 a.m.  A call 
to the LCMCD confirmed that the helicopter was treating for mosquito larvae not flying adults.  The product being 
spread was granular Bacillus thuringensis israelensis.  BTI kills only mosquito larvae, making it very environmentally 
friendly.  Low volume spraying is used throughout our mangrove coastal areas these days.  Larval counts by dip netting 
trigger spraying.  Both fish and dragonfly larvae eat mosquito larvae as natural controls.

Calling All Artists!
SCCF and the Sanibel-Captiva Art League are 

sponsoring their inaugural art exhibit, "Wings", 
to be held at the Bailey Homestead in November.  
Submission requirements and further details may 
be found at our website, www.sccf.org under Our 
Work/Native Landscapes & Garden Center or 
Programs.  Let your inspiration soar with an imagi-
native submission for "Wings"!

By Dee Century, Living with Wildlife Educator
Spring High Tides Bring Island Mosquitoes

Photos of Aedes courtesy Lee County Mosquito Control District, taken by Deputy Direcrtor of Operations, Katie Baker.

This is a male, 
with the head 
“feathers.”   
Males do not 
bite and die 
after breeding.
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Mosquitoes — Continued from left

100% 
FUNDED!

2017-18 
ANNUAL 

FUND DRIVE

YOU DID IT!
SCCF’s members were asked to help address a $150,000 funding challenge for the 

fiscal year that ended on June 30, 2018. 
Your generous responses were nothing short of wonderful! Increased donations, 

second gifts, pledged support, even corporate matching funds.
The Board of Trustees and hardworking staff will be forever grateful that we ended 

FY2017-2018 with our operating budget fully funded. 
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 

Bryanna Zachary is SCCF’s new Wildlife & 
Habitat Management intern. She was born and 
raised in Avon Park, Florida, and received a B.S. in Environmental Science 
at the University of South Florida in 2016. Being a born and raised Florid-
ian, Bryanna fell in love with (and immune to) Florida’s unique climate 
and environment, so much that she wants to be an Environmental Scientist 
and does not plan on living outside of Florida.

She spent 2017 as an AmeriCorps/Florida Conservation Corps member 
working at Highlands Hammock State Park exterminating invasive plants and 
prescribed burns. In her free time, Bryanna likes to walk on trails to explore 
nature, observe and talk to wildlife, read environmental books, and cheer on the 
Tampa Bay Lightning and Rays. Bryanna is thrilled to be interning in Sanibel 
and having hands on experience with wildlife.

Meet W & HM Intern Bryanna Zachary

Our population is overwhelmingly salt water mosquitoes.  Saltwater mosquitoes (Aedes spp.) lay their eggs in the soil, not 
standing water.  If the spring high tides that hatch their dormant eggs in the mangroves would stay high, there would be no 
place for them to lay their second round of eggs.  If the rains would completely fill up the interior fresh water wetlands there 
would be no place for the salt water mosquitoes to lay their eggs.  It is the wet and then dry cycle that keeps them going.

The yearly cycle has begun and adult mosquitoes are flying.  The first spraying for adult mosquitoes happened on 
island the night of May 31.  Have you seen the LCMCD truck that drives around with a huge mesh funnel on top? 
The adult mosquitoes are wind scooped in and later counted.  The counts trigger when the trucks drive through the 
neighborhoods spraying for the flying adults…only from dusk to dawn.  The pesticide used to kill the adults is is per-
methrin. The trucks are low volume sprayers.  Anyone remember the days of trucks fogging out diesel and malathion 
while children ran behind!  What were we thinking?

Permethrin is a synthetic pyrethrin.  It is broad spectrum pesticide that can kill any insect that flies at night like 
moths.  It is definitely harmful to bees, both honey and native bees, which thankfully don’t fly at night but do fly pretty 
early in the morning.  Our island bee keepers should pay attention. 

Mosquito season is a time to stay inside dusk to dawn.  Walks on SCCF trails are on hold for now.  If the summer 
rains fill the wetlands, the otters will swim up from the Sanibel River and feed on crayfish in the grass swales.  The 
most beautiful mosquito free summers at the SCCF Nature Center happen when rain water stands in the wetlands 
winter, spring, summer, and fall.
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Bay Scallops are the ones most commonly found sit-
ting on a seafood lovers table. They are normally found in 
bays and inlets protected from the ocean or Gulf.  Beach-
goers on Sanibel often find scallop shells with colorful 
striated markings while doing the Sanibel Stoop. Those 
common beach shells are Calico Scallops, a smaller cousin 
of the Bay Scallop.  Bay scallops are normally more drab 
in coloration – white on the bottom and darker on the 
top where they often harbor a good number of barnacles, 
oysters or other clingy marine creatures. 

Bay scallops are the “canary” for issues in the estuary. 
They are sensitive to salinity change, to red tide and to 
high temperatures.  Once abundant enough in Pine Is-
land Sound to support a fishery in the ‘60s, their numbers 
in the local area have made them a rarer find in modern 
times.  The causes of the population decline in southern 
Florida are still mostly speculation but over-fishing, in-
creases in amount of stormwater running off from our 
watersheds, more abundant toxic algae blooms, coastal 
development and climate change are probably all contrib-
uting factors.  If you look at these factors they all have 
one common theme – the same old story of humans hav-
ing detrimental effects on another co-inhabitant of this 
planet.  When we drive instead of walk or when we fertil-
ize that non-native turf in our yard, things downstream 
suffer – and everything is downstream.

Since 2010, Florida Sea Grant with SCCF Marine 
Laboratory’s help has been organizing an annual volunteer 
scallop survey for Pine Island Sound.  Volunteers (some 
with boats, some without) meet at Pineland Marina on 
Pine Island early in the morning and organize in teams of 

4 to 10 people.  The teams are assigned areas in which they 
will swim along 50-meter “transect” lines and count how 
many scallops they see in their assigned area. Many volun-
teers see no scallops, but in some hotspots surveyors may 
see up to 1,000 scallops in their survey.  After lunch all 
the teams meet again at pineland marina and tally up the 
number of scallops and areas where they were found. This 
information can be analyzed over time to correlate popu-
lation fluctuations with annual events such as freshwater 
releases, red tide, algae blooms, abnormal temperatures or 
hurricanes.  This year we will possibly see the effects of the 
persistent red tide and Hurricane Irma.

This year the Pine Island Sound Scallop Search will be 
held August 18th. If you are interested in participating in the 
survey, please contact Joy Hazel at jhazell@leegov.com or call 
the SCCG Marine Lab (239-395-4617) for more details. 

Florida Sea Grant & SCCF Organize Annual Scallop Search on Aug 18
by Mark Thompson. Marine Lab Research Associate

Rat snake eating a mouse or rat.  Photo by Garrett Bayrd.Bay scallops found while doing seagrass surveys at mouth 
of Tarpon Bay.

An open Bay Scallop up close and personal with all of its 
blue eyes.
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Below (3 photos) Caloosahatchee from Alva to La-
Belle taken by Riverkeeper John Cassani.

Algae bloom expands from June 9 to June 24, covering almost the 
entire lake..

Aerial of Lake O and part of the Caloosahatchee watershed, highlighting 
the canals that are used to backpump into the lake.

A Look at Lake O and Caloosahatchee Algae

Clewiston Industrial 
Canal C-310

L8 
Canal

Public ownership
Private ownership
Major private ownership

Everglades Agricultural Area 
Land Ownership
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SCCF July - August 2018  Program Schedule
BAiley HomesteAd:  mAking tHe lAnd Work

This one-hour walking tour of the Bailey Homestead Preserve 
blends SCCF’s mission-driven work on the historic property, 
the history of the land itself and some stories about the Bailey 
family, which farmed the land for three generations.  Wednes-
days at 8:30 a.m.  No reservations.  1300 Periwinkle Way, meet 
at the Welcome Kiosk at the head of the Shipley Trail, near the 
entrance.  Call Kristie or Dee at 472-2329 for more information.  
Free to members and children.  $5 for non-members.  

tHe City tHAt Almost WAsn’t
Chronicling over a century of preserving paradise, the 
program celebrates the forward thinking of many is-
landers and visitors, including Theodore Roosevelt and 
“Ding” Darling, establishment of the Refuge, founding 
of SCCF, leading up to the incorporation and ensuing 
history of the City of Sanibel.  Learn about many of the 
key steps islanders have taken and what  lies  ahead  with  
most  pressing issues for the islands’ future.  Monday, July 
23 at 10 a.m.  Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members 
and children, $5 for non-members.

stormy WeAtHer

Stormy Weather looks at some of this area’s most lively 
weather phenomena including waterspouts, hurricanes 
and lightning storms.  Volatile weather is not uncommon 
in any season.  South Florida is the lightning capital of the 

country.  Collisions of clouds, tropical storms and other 
severe weather events shape our islands and human ex-
istence.  Monday, July 9 at 10 a.m.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members. 

tides/WHere is seA level?
Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just en-
joying the view of the water, tides and currents affect most 
of our lives daily.  Have you ever wondered why the is-
lands sometimes have just one tide a day or why you can 
see sea grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide?  What 
and where is mean sea level? Why is it important?  This is 
an introduction how water behaves as the earth spins, the 
moon orbits and the winds blow. Monday, July 16 at 10 
a.m. Members and children 17 and under are free. Cost is $5 
per adult, with members and children free.

turtle trACks
Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursdays at 10 a.m. in the Nature 
Center auditorium.  Free to members and children, $5 for 
non-members.

The Florida Shelf plays a large role in how tides and weather 
affect the islands.

Get ready! Coastal Cleanup is coming on Saturday, September 15!



Page 12

NON PROFIT

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 5722

FT. MYERS, FL

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •		Trails	&	Observation	Tower													•		Education	Center	
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition	&	Stewardship
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtles	&	Shorebirds
•	 Wildlife	&	Habitat	Management

Shelley Marcelli Greggs
Robin Krivanek
Diane Neitzel

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

John Morse - President
Doug Ryckman - Vice President
Tom Rathbone - Treasurer    

Linda Uhler - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Chief Executive Officer0

Gwenda Hiett-
Clements

Erick Lindblad 
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Kelly Sloan

Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2018
Susan Beittel
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Deborah La Gorce

Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Paul Roth
Ty Symroski

Kristie Anders
Jenny Evans

Eric Milbrandt
Cheryl Giattini

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

July/August 2018 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957


