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November 2018

SCCF Member Update

SCCF Welcomes Ryan Orgera as Erick Lindblad’s Successor
The Board of Trustees joins CEO Erick Lindblad in 

making a milestone announcement to SCCF’s Members.  
Effective January 1, 2019, Ryan Orgera, Ph.D. will take 
the helm as SCCF’s new Chief Executive Officer.

“While this is a very bittersweet transition for me and 
my family, I am completely confident that I’m passing the 
baton to the right next leader for the Foundation,” said 
Lindblad who is stepping down after 32 years of service. 
“I am eager to work side by side with Ryan through two 
months of orientation prior to my departure.” 

To ensure a smooth transition, Ryan will start work-
ing full-time at SCCF on November 1, and Erick will 
remain at SCCF through the end of December.  

“The strategic planning and recruitment process 
spanned 18 months,” said Vice President Doug Ryck-
man, who chaired the CEO Search Committee. “It was 
thorough, expansive and we had candidates from across 
the U.S. and several other countries.  The search result-
ed in finding Ryan, who is an outstanding choice for 
this organization’s next CEO. The Search Committee 
and the Board of Trustees were enthusiastic and unani-
mous in their selection of Ryan.  He was definitely our 
first choice.”  

Ryan comes to SCCF from The Pew Charitable Trusts 
where he was an Officer working on marine conservation 
projects across the globe. His work included efforts to 
save vulnerable shark species through The Convention on 
the International Trade of Endangered Species (CITES) 
and global efforts to stem illegal fishing. Among the roles 
he held earlier in his career, Ryan was the Legislative Di-
rector of the Coastal States Organization, and has taught 
environmental geography courses at The George Wash-
ington University. He also served as the Knauss Marine 
Policy Fellow in the Office of U.S. Senator Bill Nelson, 
making him Senator Nelson’s primary expert on ocean 
and coastal policy issues.

Holding a B.A and M.A from the University of 
South Florida, Ryan earned his Ph.D. in Geography and 
Environmental Sciences from Louisiana State Univer-
sity. A published author, Ryan is also fluent in French, 
Spanish and Italian.

Ryan grew up on Lemon Bay in Charlotte County, 
and his family continues to reside in Southwest Florida.

“I’ve traveled the world, and no matter how many 
places I visit, the nature of Southwest Florida touches me 
like no other. It is in my fiber,” said Orgera. “It is a pro-
found honor to follow in Erick’s enormous footsteps. I am 
grateful and eager to help steer SCCF through the chal-
lenges and achievements of its next 50 years.”

Members are invited to join Erick and Ryan at a “Meet and Greet with the CEOs” Open 
House from 2-4 p.m. on Saturday, December 8 at the Bailey Homestead Preserve.

Incoming SCCF CEO Ryan Orgera
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Nominees for the 2019 SCCF Board of Trustees

Sandra Gross
Sandy Gross has been visiting Sanibel for 40 years.  She has many fond memories, 

looking for the elusive junonia with her mom and flying kites on the very same East End 
beach where she spends her vacations with her family. 

Following her passions in Art and Education, Sandy founded Brazee Studios,  an art facil-
ity which is home to 30 other artists, a glass school and six beehives in a reclaimed factory on 
a one-acre urban plot in the heart of Cincinnati.  It is celebrating 10 years this year! 

In recent years, she has taken her passion for Food and Bees and co-founded Sleepy Bee 
Café which has three locations and focuses on  Community, Sustainable Local Food, and 
of course Art where she and her team create all of the interior pieces and glass light fixtures.

In her freetime, she loves to visit with all of the creatures in her gardens, make Art and 
spend as much time with her family as possible.  Sandy is looking forward to returning 
to the SCCF Board and bringing her passions of Nature, Art and Education. 

Thomas P. Libonate
Tom Libonate and his wife Merni are residents of Captiva. He has been a member of the Captiva Island Historical 

Society since 2015, and for the two years has served as President of its Board of Directors.
From his first exposure to Captiva in 1986, Tom was drawn to the island’s beauty, na-

ture and history, “Yes, it was different then – yet it’s just as special and extraordinary today. 
I am fascinated by the history of our islands and passionate about their preservation. I feel 
I have one foot in the past and the other in the future – doing whatever I can to share our 
rich history, while personally dedicated to ensuring we keep our islands the way we have 
come to love them.” 

Tom brings a long and impressive background in marketing and website design.  Prior 
to his retirement in 2010, he was Vice Chairman of Ryan Partnership, which he cofounded 
in 1984; it was headquartered in Wilton, CT.  The marketing agency specialized in promo-
tional, direct and internet marketing; creative and website design; and retailer marketing.  

In addition to his Board work with the Captiva Island Historical Society, Mr. Libonate 
has served as Chair of the Roselle Catholic High School Consultative Board (Roselle, NJ), served on the Educational 
and Faculty Affairs Committee of Monmouth University (West Long Branch, NJ) and the Westport Arts Center Board 
of Directors (Westport, CT).  Mr. Libonate is most proud to be father to four children, and a grandfather to three 
wonderful grandkids.  During the few months when not on Captiva, he and his wife Merni reside in Farmington, CT.

SCCF Bylaws call for a total of 15 Board members.  The current Board is comprised of 14 members, four of 
whom were scheduled to come off the Board this year.  However, given the extraordinary circumstances of the CEO 
transition from Erick Lindblad to Ryan Orgera, and the fact that several of those whose terms would expire this year 
were instrumental in the search process, the Board passed a temporary by-law amendment.  It extends the terms 
of those due to expire for one year, and allows the addition of up to four people for 2019.  In 2020, the Board will 
revert to its 15-member cap.

The Nominating Committee is recommending the following candidates for the four additional seats to be filled 
in 2019.  Nominees to be voted on at the December 11 Annual Meeting are:
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See Water Bill on Page 6

Nominees -- Continued from left

Ran Niehoff
Ran and his wife, Marilyn, moved to Sanibel in 1991 when he became Senior Minister of 

the Sanibel Congregational United Church of Christ and they both joined SCCF.
In the larger community Ran served two terms as one of Sanibel’s representatives on the 

Lee County Commissioner’s Community Development Committee and one term on the 
founding board of the Sanibel-Captiva Community Foundation.  Retiring in 2008 after 41 
years of parish ministry, he now teaches in the Winter Academy of BIG Arts and writes a 
column in the local magazine, Times of the Islands.  Born and bred in the St. Louis, Missouri 
area, Ran and Marilyn have lived in West Seneca and Wellsville, New York and Marblehead, 
Massachusetts.  Currently the Niehoffs divide their time between Sanibel and Captiva and 
the woodlands of Winsted, Connecticut.  They have three children and four grandchildren.

Don Rice
Don Rice and his wife Joyce have owned property on Sanibel since 2001 and since 2004 have spent the majority 

of their time on the island.  They summer on Lake George in upstate New York.
Don served as a senior vice president of the Ingersoll-Rand Company before his retire-

ment from the firm in 2004.  His career included assignments in human resources, leader-
ship of the company’s Asia Pacific and Latin America operations, global business services 
and corporate communication and public affairs.  Don began his business career at General 
Electric following service in the U.S. Army.  He is a graduate of the University of Oregon 
where he received a BA in Economics and an MS in Industrial and Labor Relations.  

Don is a past trustee and treasurer of SCCF and currently serves on the Endowment 
Committee. He is a member of the Captiva Island Yacht Club where he serves as fleet cap-
tain and chair of the human resources committee. Don is a past president of BIG ARTS. He 
is a member of Kiwanis. Up north, Don served as president and continues on the board of 
the FUND for Lake George, an environmental organization dedicated to the preservation of 
Lake George. He also serves on the board of the Marcella Sembrich Opera Museum.

By Rae Ann Wessel, SCCF Natural Resource Policy Director
Policy:  Federal Water Bill Passes

Progress on Everglades Reservoir 
On October 10, 2018 the U.S. Senate unanimously 

passed bipartisan, comprehensive water resources infra-
structure legislation — the federal water bill-that autho-
rizes the EAA Reservoir!  The President signed the bill 
into law on October 23, 2018.  

The 2018 Water Resources Development Act 
(WRDA) is the bill we have been pressing to get passed 
that includes the Everglades Reservoir project.  This res-
ervoir south of Lake Okeechobee is fundamental to Ev-
erglades restoration and estuaries enhancement.  It will 
enable 40-60% of excess water to be directed south out of 
Lake Okeechobee instead of west and east to the Caloosa-
hatchee and St. Lucie rivers and estuaries. 

The project is designed to move water from Lake 
Okeechobee through 6,500 acres of filter marshes to 
clean the water and store it in a 10,500-acre reservoir.  

The reservoir is estimated to cost about $1.3 billion, 
which will be split evenly between the federal govern-
ment and the state.

The bill also directs the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers (Corps) to implement a five-year harmful algal 
bloom technology development program to identify and 
develop improved strategies for prevention and manage-
ment techniques, early detection and procedures to re-
duce harmful algal blooms.

Florida Senators Bill Nelson and Marco Rubio and 
Representatives including Francis Rooney and Brian 
Mast, among many others, worked across party lines to 
ensure that the importance of this project to our nation 
was understood and supported.  

What's Next.   Now that WRDA is signed into law, 
the Corps will complete the documentation process. 
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By Mark Thompson, Research Associate
Marine Lab Scientists Explore “The Dead Zone”

Near the end of August, while 
deploying their newest wave buoy 10 
miles offshore of Redfish Pass, Ma-
rine Lab scientists dove into what is 
known as a “dead zone.” In this “dead 
zone,” there was no life.  None at all.

When diving at the spot Marine 
Lab Research Assistants A.J. Mar-
tignette and Jeff Siwicke are usually 
accompanied by schools of fish and 
bottom-dwelling invertebrates. This 
time it was different. The only fish 
they noticed were decomposing on 
the bottom.  The crabs, sea stars and 
corals were dead and crunchy like an 
old roach under the refrigerator. 

Back at the surface they quickly 
formed a hypothesis. The persistent 
Red Tide had produced so much 
dead sea life that the decomposition 
of the dead matter was reducing oxy-
gen levels at the bottom so much that 
most life was dying. 

A few days later a Marine Lab 
team returned to the area and sur-
veyed along a 15-mile stretch from 
Redfish Pass to Lighthouse Point. 
They found that there was indeed a 
large area of anoxic (devoid of oxy-
gen) bottom water that was 20 feet 
thick in places. In areas where the 
bottom water was devoid of oxy-
gen, there was a denser layer of water 
which stratified at the bottom, seal-
ing off mixing with more oxygen-rich 
surface water.  Freshwater discharges 
from the Caloosahatchee and Lake 
Okeechobee can intensify stratifica-
tion in the Gulf of Mexico when the 
less dense fresh water flows over the 
top of denser Gulf waters.

Plans were made to do an addi-
tional survey to estimate the area of 
this dead zone. Tropical Storm Gor-
don came along and delayed the sur-
vey until three days after the storm 
had subsided. When the more inten-

sive survey was undertaken after the 
storm, only a small area offshore of 
Redfish Pass was found to still be an-
oxic. The storm had provided needed 
mixing to transfer some oxygen to the 
bottom and the local dead zone had 
dissipated.

Two weeks after Tropical Storm 
Gordon, a smaller survey showed a 
dead zone had returned to the area. 
A larger grid survey was then un-
dertaken about three weeks after the 
storm, and we found the dead zone 
had returned. Sampling found that 
the dead zone now covered about 242 
square miles in the vicinity of Sanibel 
and Captiva. The area surveyed was 
only a portion of the actual extent of 
the dead zone due to range limita-
tions of our current research vessels.

After Hurricane Michael passing 
through, we expect changes. As you 
read this newsletter we should be out 

in the Gulf doing a new survey of 
the dead zone. Michael may give us a 
break for a while.

Dead zones in the Gulf of Mex-
ico are well documented in the area 
adjacent to the Mississippi River dis-
charge. Like a larger version of our 
coast’s freshwater discharge character-
istics, the Northern Gulf of Mexico 
receives freshwater inputs from a ba-
sin which drains two-thirds of the en-
tire United States, including its farm 
belt. As you can imagine – a lot of 
nitrogen and phosphorus flows down 
the Mississippi and is injected into 
the northern Gulf.  This nutrient (ni-
trogen and phosphorus) input causes 
large phytoplankton (algae) blooms 
and the dying algae settles to the bot-
tom and decomposes, causing de-
pleted oxygen in the stratified waters. 
A task force was formed in the 1980s 
to study that dead zone and annual 

Map of dead zone area surveyed 9/26/2018. 
•	 Any shade of red – most life can’t survive 
•	 Tan – only some specialized creatures can exist 
•	 Green or blue - ok for now 
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surveys showed that the size of that 
dead zone could be predicted from 
the amount of flow from the Missis-
sippi in the spring and summer. In 
2017 the size of the northern Gulf of 
Mexico was found to be 8,776 square 
miles – the size of New Jersey.

There exist many similarities be-
tween the large watershed created by 
the connection of Lake Okeechobee 
to the Caloosahatchee, with its in-
jection of nutrient-laden water into 
our local Gulf waters, and the Mis-
sissippi discharging mid-western 
farm and urban sprawl runoff into 
the northern Gulf. Both create large 
phytoplankton blooms which cre-
ate large amounts of decomposing 
organic matter in a bottom layer of 
water.  With less-dense freshwater 
(which also brings nutrients) flowing 
over those bottom layers, they be-
come stratified and anoxic. The dead 
zone we are finding offshore of Sani-
bel can be attributed to the toxic Kar-
enia brevis Red Tide organism.  Red 
Tide kills fish and other creatures in 
the water column.  These dead crea-
tures then sink and oxygen levels at 
the bottom of the Gulf drop as their 
bodies decompose.  Bottom dwelling 
organisms then die due to the lack of 
oxygen at the bottom.

Due to these Red Tide and dead 
zone events, many questions have 
arisen which local folks have de-
manded answers to.  Currently the 
Marine Lab is providing information 
to assess the extent of the damage.  

However, it will be up to each 
and every one living in this area, in 
this state, in this country and on this 
planet to realize that the damage be-
ing seen in our waterbodies is a result 
of what we do in our backyards. 

We will never be able to sustain-
ably “fix” these problems after they 
present themselves downstream; the 

“fix” must begin at the source -- us.  
Algae removal and treatment on the 
scale of the Red Tide and blue-green 
algae blooms seen in our area can-
not be economically viable and the 
problems will only grow until each of 
us take actions in our backyards and 
change our habits. 

The amount of nutrients coming 
off our lands must be drastically di-
minished. To do this both the volume 

of water which runs off our land and 
the amount of nitrogen and phospho-
rus in that water must be reduced.  
Regulations such as Sanibel’s vegeta-
tion and fertilizer ordinances and its 
development codes reduce water run-
off and nutrient concentrations. Yet 
more must be done. If we fertilize at 
all – it is contributing to the problem. 
Every space that doesn’t have vegeta-
tive cover allows too much water to 

See Dead Zone on Page 8

Images of dead sea life encountered during dive into dead zone.
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Water Bill -- Continued from Page 3
Our voices will be needed to continue the mo-
mentum to support project funding of $200 
million in the 2019 - 2020 federal budget to 
match the state cost share and keep the proj-
ect moving forward.  At the state level, we 
need to pursue a commitment from the next 
administration to get this project started with 
a goal to complete it within the next four years.  

This is a great step forward and a testament to what 
can be accomplished when we all speak up with a unified 
request that encourages bipartisan efforts.  

Thanks for engaging!  Your voice made a difference.  
Let's keep it going, stay engaged when opportunities 
come up to support funding.  

Challenge to Harmful Caloosahatchee Rule
On September 13, mayors from the six cities of south-

west Florida and business leaders from the Islands joined 
SCCF to request the South Florida Water Management 
District (SFWMD) not support rulemaking setting dry 
season flows that would harm the Caloosahatchee. 

Our in-person request followed years of technical 
meetings and submission of a sign on letter [sccf.org, 
click on Resources / Take Action / see Useful Links]  that 
requested a pilot project be launched to work out the 
technical conflicts before rulemaking was finalized.  The 
unanimous vote against this reasonable request triggered 
a challenge of the rule by the City of Sanibel.  The hear-
ing is scheduled for October 29-30, 2018.  [sccf.org, click 
on Resources / Take Action / see Useful Links]  In filing 
the challenge Mayor Ruane stated: "Water management 
policies must be overhauled to address the inequities to 
the Caloosahatchee, the economic impacts to our local 
communities, and recognize the benefit of tourism to 
our State's economy."

Business Roundtable Engages
During our summer water quality crisis, 

the Sanibel Captiva Islands Chamber of Com-
merce surveyed members.  Preliminary reports 
indicate a conservative estimate of combined 
revenue loss, across all industries, from July - 

September of $26 million affecting 3,628 jobs.  
This reality strikes all of us and SCCF’s Business 

Roundtable (BRT) rose to the challenge, engaging in sev-
eral initiatives to effect change. 

 In addition to engaging in the SFWMD to postpone 
rulemaking harmful to the Caloosahatchee, business own-
ers also stepped up to tell the impact water quality has had 
on their bottom lines on numerous panels and forums.  
The link between water conditions and business has never 
been so clearly told by the numbers.  In recognition that 
these water issues must be addressed by state policies, the 
BRT members created and delivered signs and buttons 
encouraging all to vote on water issues for the upcoming 
midterm elections.

There will be a panel discussion with:
•	 Dr. Eric Milbrandt, SCCF Marine Lab Director
•	 Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director 
•	 James Evans, Director of Natural Resources  

— City of Sanibel
•	 Dr. Rick Bartleson, SCCF Research Scientist
•	 Kelly Sloan, Sea Turtle Coordinator

•	 Location: Bailey Homestead Preserve 
1300 Periwinkle Way

•	 Time: Doors open 6:30 p.m. 
 Refreshments at 6:30 
 Presentation from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

•	 Tickets:  $10 through EventBrite.  From sccf.org, 
click on Resources to pull up the Calendar and 
follow EventBrite link.

Please join SCCF for a review of the water crisis of 2018, including the devastating Red Tide, 
and find out what steps need to be taken going forward.

Evening at the Homestead:  The Water Crisis of 2018 on Nov. 15
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Washington DC Senate hearing on Red Tide
In September, SCCF’s Policy Director, Rae Ann Wes-

sel and the Sanibel Captiva Islands Chamber of Com-
merce President, John Lai, were invited to Capitol Hill 
to provide a briefing on Red Tide and the consequences 
to our water quality, wildlife and economy.  The Ocean 
Conservancy and Citizens’ Climate Lobby hosted the  
panel to bring the impacts and their consequences to the 
federal audience in the hopes of reauthorizing the Harm-
ful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Research Act.  We continue 
to advocate for  consistent funding for research to under-
stand, predict and address Red Tide.    

Also participating in the panel were Dr. Michael 
Crosby, President & CEO, Mote Marine Laboratory and 
Dr. Aaron Adams, Director of Science and Conservation, 
Bonefish & Tarpon Trust.

Toxic Algae Documentary   
By Holly Schwartz, Policy Assistant

At the height of this summer’s Blue Green Algae out-
break Florida Representative Heather Fitzenhagen hosted 
a sold out screening of a documentary about the health 
issues connected to toxins from cyanobacteria, aka blue-
green algae blooms.  Toxic Puzzle – Hunt for the Hidden 
Killer is a 2017 documentary that follows Ethnobotonist 
Paul Cox and his team of researchers around the globe to 
document cyanobacteria toxins in the environment and 
their connection to neurodegenerative diseases such as 
ALS, Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s.   

The film pieces together the puzzle that connects an 
amino acid in cyanobacteria blooms, beta-Methylami-
no-L alanine (BMAA) , to these life threatening diseases.  
The film connects the dots surrounding the growing in-
stances of cyanobacteria blooms all over the world and 

See Toxic Puzzle on Page 8

Please read the new Annual Report 
and consider contributing to our 
Annual Fund Drive. 

Rae Ann Wessel speaking at the Red Tide Briefing with 
fellow panelists Dr. Michael Crosby, President & CEO, 
Mote Marine Laboratory and Sanibel Captiva Islands 
Chamber of Commerce President, John Lai.
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“Wings” Art Exhibit at Bailey Homestead
"SCCF and the Sanibel-Captiva Art League have 

joined forces to create a new art exhibit that opened on 
October 29 and will run through November 29.  Works 
are on display in the Bailey house, which will be open for 
viewing the art from 9 a.m. to noon, Monday through 
Friday.  SCCF’s Bailey Homestead Preserve is located at 
1300 Periwinkle Way.

The exhibit will feature fresh works of art and is 
open to all members of the Sanibel Captiva Art League 
and Sanibel Captiva Conservation Foundation. Artwork 
should be representative of SCCF's mission and express 
the theme of Wings.

Some of the art will be available for purchase at the 
artist’s discretion.

run off.  Please plant vegetation, shrubs and especially trees. 
Trees reduce runoff volume and nutrient concentrations 
more than almost anything we can do. 

The dead zone in the northern Gulf of Mexico has be-
come a permanent feature there, eliminating a food sup-
ply and recreational area and devastating a New Jersey-
sized wildlife habitat.  They just live with it now.  

The similarities we have with the northern Gulf are 
many – we may be on the road to eliminating the ben-
efits we derive from our portion of the Gulf of Mexico, 
too.  The dead zone may become one of our area’s per-
manent features. 

Goldman Sachs Gives and the Vince family support-
ed the collection of samples from the Dead Zone.

Dead Zone -- Continued from Page 5

Toxic Puzzle -- Continued from Page 7
increased nutrient pollution and 
higher water temperatures due to 
climate change.  During one scene in 
the film the  audience gasped when 
it showed a family swimming in lake 
water covered with blue-green algae.  
At another point during the film 
when researcher Paul Cox was stand-
ing in reeds in Lake Okeechobee 
and called cyanobacteria blooms “a 
political problem” the audience re-
sponded with loud applause.

The documentary contains 
some positive news in that there is 
empirical research in phase 2 clini-
cal trials that test the success of 
the amino acid L-Serine to block 
the toxic effects of BMAA in cell 
structure.  They also showcased the 
health and longevity of certain cul-
tures around the world that eat a 
diet high in L-Serine contained in 

such foods as eggs and soy protein.
The panel discussion that fol-

lowed, moderated by SCCFs Poli-
cy Director  Rae Ann Wessel, was 

equally lively as most of the ques-
tions focused on human health and 
safety issues surrounding these algae 
outbreaks. The panel included three 

Eden Oak hearing (story on Page 10)
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Sanibel School Third Graders at the Pick Preserve
Third graders at the Sanibel School had 

the opportunity to visit the Pick Preserve with 
Richard Finkel to observe the  effects of a re-
cent prescribed burn.  They also learned about 
the habitats within the Preserve.

Located directly across from the Sanibel 
School, the Pick Preserve is named for Tom and 
Sue Pick, who funded its acquisition.  Their 
generous philanthropy ensures outdoor envi-
ronmental education for generations to come.

Policy -- Continued from left

Meet Garden Center Intern Brittany Foster
Brittany was born and raised in the city of Roanoke, VA.  She has lived 

in the mountains her entire life, surrounded by various hiking trails, wa-
terfalls, and farms to explore.  Due to her love of nature, she knew from a 
young age that she wanted to work with the environment in some type of 
way.  This passion is what led her to obtain a B.S. in Sustainable Develop-
ment from Appalachian State University this past May. 

Through her studies, Brittany has developed a strong passion for plants 
and finding new ways that they can help heal human and environmental 
health.  She worked and volunteered for many different organic sustainable 
farms during her time in Boone, NC.  After learning about the agricultural 
side of growing plants, Brittany wanted to learn more about plant conser-
vation and rehabilitation.  This led her to finding the Native Plant Intern-
ship with the SCCF.  One day Brittany hopes to use what she has learned 
about plants to help create sustainable food systems that support humans 
and the environment. 

See Policy on Page 10

scientists featured in the film:  ALS Researcher Dr. Wal-
ter Bradley;, Senior Researcher from the Brain Chemistry 
Labs (and colleague of Paul Cox) Dr. James Metcalf; Dr. 
Larry Brand from the University of Miami; and Calusa 
Waterkeeper John Cassani.  

Many of the questions were about the levels and 
methods of human exposure to Blue Green Algae and 
Red Tide.  The answers were blunt, with calls for more 
research and the scientists recommended against any 
contact with Blue Green Algae due to the potential for 
long-term exposure to cause neurodegenerative illness.  In 
contrast, Red Tide leads to more immediate symptoms 
one can alleviate by getting away from the water. The 

panel recommended against eating shellfish and crabs but 
there were also lingering questions regarding the sublethal 
doses of toxins contained in fish and how long it would 
take for those levels to drop in order for the fish to be safe 
to eat again.

Questions about whose responsibility it is to warn 
us about the presence of these harmful algal blooms re-
vealed Florida lacks clear or effective standards and pro-
tocols.  Some solutions presented were to reinstate the 
Harmful Algal Bloom Taskforce, which was defunded 
due to budget cuts and to call upon the Florida Envi-
ronmental Regulatory Commission to classify cyanotox-
ins as a regulated contaminant to better protect public 
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Captiva Cruises, in conjunction 
with the Sanibel-Captiva Conserva-
tion Foundation, is currently accepting 
applications for individuals seeking to 
serve as volunteer docents to provide 
meaningful narrative for passengers 
aboard the afternoon Wildlife & Ad-
venture Cruises.

Docents must have a sincere com-
mitment to conservation, enjoy learn-
ing, being on the water and have su-
perb public speaking and interpersonal 
skills.  Docents should be able to be out 
in all kinds of weather and — above all 
else — be enthusiastic and exhibit posi-
tive energy while sharing information pertaining to the area’s natural history and environmental issues.  This is an 
excellent opportunity for individuals who are interested in learning about Pine Island Sound and its wildlife and shar-
ing that knowledge with people of all ages and backgrounds.  Interested individuals may contact Richard Finkel with 
Captiva Cruises (richardfinkel@captivacruises.com).

health.  Another necessary 
solution is to complete 
comprehensive Everglades 
restoration.

Additional local solu-
tions were discussed such 
as properly using fertiliz-
ers, upgrading stormwater 
systems and septic tank 
inspection and mainte-
nance.  This is everyone’s 
challenge and a good first 
step is being informed 
and participating in the conversation so that we will all have a very loud voice when it comes time to make the 
hard decisions that need to be made to prevent these blooms from decimating our natural resources and our 
economy as a result.

Eden Oak 
The September Lee County Zoning Hearing on the mangrove wetland development — ironically named Eden 

Oak —  was once again postponed.  The postponement  was  expected because the applicant has not filed any re-
sponses to the County staff's recommendation that the project be denied.  

The County process is a costly boondoggle and inconvenience to residents, taxpayers and interested parties 
because they must show up to the hearing in person in case a postponement is not granted and the hearing pro-
ceeds.  As with the previous hearing, in May, it was apparent that the agreement was made in advance as they had 
already considered and selected dates for the next hearing.  Mark your calendars for April 23, 2019!  Thanks to 

Become an SCCF Docent with Captiva Cruises

Policy -- Continued from Page 9

Erin Brockovich at the Burroughs Home and Gardens
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all the interested parties for writing letters, attending meetings to get the facts and showing up to engage.   

Erin Brockovich Visit
Renowned activist Erin Brockovich became aware of southwest Florida water issues by social media as locals 

reached out and asked for her help.  In October she responded by setting up a series of visits to learn more from sci-
entists and groups on the front lines of the battle for clean water.  Her visits included tours of Lake Okeechobee, the 
Everglades, Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie.  SCCF’s Policy Director Rae Ann Wessel and Marine Lab Director Eric 
Milbrandt hosted her and her water expert advisor Bob Bowcock on a tour of the Caloosahatchee to see conditions 
first hand.  

A public forum in Fort Myers, arranged by Cape Coral Councilwoman Jennifer Nelson at the Burroughs 
Home and Gardens, was attended by almost 800 concerned citizens.  The gathering included a panel of local 
experts to address audience questions.  Panelists included SCCF’s Wessel, Calusa Waterkeeper John Cassani and 
Captains for Clean Water co-founder Daniel Andrews.

Her message was straightforward and direct as she warned the crowd "Superman's not coming and I'm not Su-
perman!"  She advised we speak up and let our elected officials know our concerns and attend public meetings.  In 
response to the numerous concerns she heard about lack of responsiveness from our public health agencies, she en-
couraged folks to visit a website she set up to enable folks to post and share information about public health concerns:  
www.communityhealthbook.com 

CaloosahatChee oxbow & RiveRloRe CRuise
Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the up-
river Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by Rae 
Ann Wessel. Friday cruises departs at 1 p.m. and return by 
3:30 p.m.; Saturday cruises depart at 9 and return by 11:30. 
Both depart from the W.P. Franklin Lock & Dam Park off 
SR 80 in Olga.  Friday cruises:  November 23, January 25, 
February 1, March 1, March 29.  Saturday cruises:  February 
16, March 16, April 13 and May 11.  Space is limited. Ad-
vance reservations and payment required.  Register online:  from 
sccf.org, click on Resources upper right and follow Oxbow Cruise 
dropdown.  $45 per person.   

tuRtle tRaCks
Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  You can also learn more about the 
devastating impacts on sea turtles of this past summer’s 
Red Tide, when 192 dead sea turtles washed up on island 
beaches between July and September.  Thursdays at 10 
a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

wateR Quality update
See box on Page 6 for more info.

Turtle Tracks-10

Turtle Tracks-10

Water Quality Update-6:30--
Bailey Homestead-see pg 6

Turtle Tracks-10

Caloosahatchee Oxbow & 
Riverlore Cruise-Franklin Lock

Turtle Tracks-10
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              Wines in the Wild
Bailey Homestead Preserve
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Policy -- Continued from left

"Superman's not coming and I'm not Superman!"
— Erin Brockovich stressing the need for community action
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Education Center 
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition	&	Stewardship
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtles	&	Shorebirds
•	 Wildlife	&	Habitat	Management

Shelley Marcelli Greggs
Robin Krivanek
Diane Neitzel

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org				

John Morse - President
Doug Ryckman - Vice President
Tom Rathbone - Treasurer    

Linda Uhler - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Chief Executive Officer

Cheryl Giattini
Alex Horn

Erick Lindblad 
Karen Nelson

Holly Schwartz
Mark Thompson
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2018
Susan Beittel
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Deborah La Gorce

Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Paul Roth
Ty Symroski

Jenny Evans
Richad Finkel
Brittany Foster

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

November 2018 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957


