
ARBOR DAY FOR THE  
STATE OF FLORIDA IS THE  

THIRD FRIDAY IN JANUARY 
 

    ARBOR DAY TREES 
 
School land was cleared in the summer of 2001 in preparation for the new Sanibel 
School.  To save the trees, the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation offered an 
area of land across the road from the school for the trees (1992-2001) to be 
transplanted to the Pick Preserve.  Three trees (1989 to 1991) out of sixteen trees 
could not be saved. They were growing in between two building on the school 
grounds and could not be moved. 
 
 1992 - Florida’s Treaty - Live Oak Tree 
Jacksonville, Florida  Historical Tree 
The Treaty Oak was donated to the City of Jacksonville by the duPont Family.  It was the site of 
many Indian treaties.  Donated by the City of Sanibel. 
 
1993 - President Franklin D. Roosevelt's - Live Oak Tree 
New Orleans, Louisiana  Historical Tree  
Our 32nd president attended the naming of this historical tree on April 1937, at the New Orleans' 
City Park.  The ceremony was to commemorate the WPA program which helped promote growth 
of city parks. Donated by the City of Sanibel. 
 
1994 - Ray Charles - Live Oak Tree 
School for the Deaf and Blind, St. Augustine, Florida  Historical Tree 
Ray Charles, musician and famous graduate of the School for the Deaf and Blind, was honored 
by having a Live Oak named for him.  The parent tree stands on the St. Augustine campus. 
Donated by the City of Sanibel. 
 
1995 - Seven Sisters' - Live Oak Tree 
Mandeville, Louisiana  Historical Tree 
This grand centuries-old tree is 55 feet tall, with a canopy spread of more than 130 feet and a 
trunk circumference of 36'-7".  Six feet off the ground, the trunk splits seven ways, hence the 
name "Seven Sisters."   This magnificent tree is one of the largest Live Oaks in the nation, and is 
called "The President Tree" by the Louisiana Live Oak Society.  This parent tree began its 
growth around 800 A.D.  In western historical terms during the dark ages, Rome had fallen, the 
Golden Age of Greece and Hellenic Egypt was long past.  In Europe, the light of learning and 
knowledge of reason, sputtered feebly in Christian Monasteries.  King Alfred in England, 
Charlemagne in France, and the Vatican in Italy fought ignorance.  In North America, the Mound 
Builders were dominant.  In Meso-America the Aztecs held sway and the Incas were in South 
America.  History tells us that mighty trees outlast mighty empires.  Great oaks grow from 
little acorns. Donated by the City of Sanibel. 
 
1996 - Sanibel Pioneers' - Live Oak Tree 
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation Nursery 
This tree was to honor the island as well as the Bailey Family and other pioneers who came over 
100 years ago. Donated by the City of Sanibel. 
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1997 - Shriners' - Slash Pine Tree 
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation Nursery 
This tree was dedicated to the Shriners in appreciation for their support of children with medical 
needs.  In their beginning years the Shriners had gathered together for conversation, good humor 
and wit.  Later, their more serious and dedicated purpose was to help children and their families.  
Children in Lee County, some from Sanibel, have received help from the Shriners Children's 
Hospital in Tampa, Florida. Donated by the City of Sanibel. 
 
1998 - Creative Sanibel Children's - Mastic Tree 
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation Nursery 
This is to commemorate the creativity of the Sanibel School's students. Out of children's 
innocence come beautiful thoughts.   Donated by the City of Sanibel. 
 
1999 - The Alamo - Live Oak Tree 
San Antonio, Texas  Historical Tree  
In 1835 Stephen Austin was an American Frontier Colonizer and the founder of principal 
settlements of the English-speaking people in Texas.  While that territory was still a part of 
Mexico, he said, "War is our only recourse."  A stand was taken against Mexican rule.  In 1836 
the sides met at the Battle of the Alamo, where fighting Texans held out many days [from 
February 24 to March 6].  All died defending The Alamo.  Later, in the 1800's, the Daughters of 
the Republic of Texas planted trees on the grounds in honor of those who fell in the name of 
freedom.  Donated by First Union Bank. 
 
2000 - J.N. "Ding" Darling - Slash Pine Tree 
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation Nursery 
In the 1930's a political cartoonist from Des Moines, Iowa came to Captiva. He was a fiery, 
spirited individual with regard to conservation matters. Many of Mr. Darling's cartoons were 
about the extinction of wildlife; air and water pollution; and the destruction of the environment.  
President Franklin D. Roosevelt appointed him head of the U.S. Biological Survey, which later 
became the Fish and Wildlife Service of the Department of the Interior. Mr. Darling was largely  
responsible for the establishment of the Sanibel National Wildlife Refuge that exists today as the 
J.N. "Ding" Darling National Wildlife Refuge.  Donated by Junior Optimists Club. 
 

 Replanted in 2005.  Donated by Kip Koss, Ding Darling’s grandson. 
 
2001 - Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, Inc. - Wild Tamarind Tree 
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation Nursery 
In 1976, the J.N. "Ding" Darling National Wildlife Refuge was dedicated.  Success in grassroots 
activities and the need for more protection caused the group to formulate a plan for preservation 
and further land acquisition.  The group then incorporated on October 31, 1967 under the name 
of The Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, Inc. 
 

The quest to preserve natural resources and to mitigate the effects of development is an ongoing 
process.  The faces may change, but the mission of the Foundation remains unchanged.  Donated 
by the Sanibel Rotary Club. 
 
2002 - Care and Rehabilitation of Wildlife (C.R.O.W.) -  Mastic Tree  
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation Nursery 
This organization originated in 1968 and the staff's  mission was to help save our island creatures 
who fall victim to injuries.  The clinic staff have saved many of our local wildlife and have also 
provided permanent homes for animals that could not be returned to the wild.  Trees are an 
intrinsic part of the environment, providing food and shelter for countless wildlife species. 
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Planted in Pick Preserve.  Donated by Fitzpatrick Foundation. Replanted in 2005.  Donated by 
Dr. Don Schwartz. 
 
2003 - Island Seniors - Dahoon Holly Tree 
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation Nursery  
Island Seniors, Inc. was founded as a non profit organization in 1992 for the purpose of 
providing support to the City of Sanibel Island Seniors Program.   The mission of Island Seniors, 
Inc. is to provide its members with opportunities for physical, social and intellectual activity in 
order to keep Sanibel's mature adults both healthy and viable members of the Sanibel 
Community. Planted in Pick Preserve.   Donated by Island Seniors. 
 
2004 - Jim Bowie's - Live Oak Tree 
Opelousas, Louisiana  Historical Tree 
Jim Bowie was a hero of the Alamo.  He made the Bowie knife famous, but it was his brother 
who invented it.  Donated by the City of Sanibel 
 

The original James Bowie tree was planted in 1992.   Boys in the third grade also wanted this 
tree along with the Treaty Oak for Arbor Day.  The tree died in 2001 after it had been 
transplanted.  Replanted in the Pick Preserve in 2004.  Donated by the City of Sanibel Vegetation 
Committee. 
 
2005 - Sanibel School’s - Live Oak Tree 
R. S. Walsh Landscaper 
This tree is to honor the new Sanibel School Building.  The first permanent schoolhouse on 
Sanibel was built in 1896.  This later became Sanibel’s Pirate Playhouse Theatre.  Donated by 
the Lion’s Club and the Shell Island Garden Club of Sanibel 
 
2006 - Armed Forces – Mahogany Tree 
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation Nursery 
The Mahogany tree is to honor the men and women serving in the Armed Forces.  Donated by 
the Sanibel-Captiva Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America (M.O.A.A.) 
 
2007 - Children’s - Ironwood Tree 
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation Nursery 
The Ironwood Tree is to honor the Sanibel Third Graders and their Teachers for their enthusiasm 
for Arbor Day.  Donated by the Sanibel Kiwanis. 
 
2008 - Tree Plantings after Hurricane Charlie - Wild Tamarind Tree 
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation Nursery 
The Wild Tamarind tree is to celebrate the new tree plantings on Sanibel following Hurricane 
Charlie.  Donated by the Sanibel Chamber of Commerce. 
 
2009 - Sanibel Recreation Center’s Mastic Tree 
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation Nursery 
To celebrate the first successful year of the new Sanibel Recreational Center.  Donated by the  
Zonta Club of Sanibel and Captiva, Florida 
 
2010 - Landscaping Year -  Slash Pine Tree 
Lewis Phillips III Landscape Co. 
Sanibel School’s parking area landscaped.  More trees and shrubs added to children areas 
coordinated by parents and staff.  (Marty Harrity has coached in the after school program.)   
Donated by Marty Harrity’s Doc Ford’s Restaurant. 
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2011 - Sam Bailey’s - Slash Pine Tree 
Lewis Phillips III Landscape Co. 
Sam Bailey was a man of many virtues; a proud sponsor of island activities.  He possessed 
honesty, creativity and a strong will for getting things done.  He was a long-time president of 
Sanibel’s Historical Preservation Committee.  Sam enjoyed talking about his island youth, like 
using coconuts as a football.  As a sports-minded man, Sam became the coach at Tampa 
University.  Sam was a kind and thoughtful man that will be missed.  Donated by the Bailey 
Family 
 
2012 - Richard Muench’s - Slash Pine Tree 
Lewis Phillips III Landscape Co.   
The Peace Tree represents a gift of peace for every man, woman and child worldwide.   
Donated by Richard Muench 
 
2013 – Dedicated to all Children in 3rd Grade – Slash Pine Tree 
Sanibel Captiva Conservation Foundation Nursery 
Richard Muench is donating the Arbor Day tree again this year as he did last year.  This year is 
to honor all third grade children in all schools.  Richard and Emily Muench have a grandson who 
is in the third grade. 
Donated by Richard Muench 
 
2014 – Francis Bailey’s Slash Pine Tree 
Sanibel Captiva Conservation Foundation Nursery 
Francis was a life-long Sanibel Islander.  He wore many hats: as a member of Sanibel’s City Council, 
mayor, business man, volunteer and innumerable island projects.  He was a World War II veteran.  
His jovial demeanor and welcoming stance for long-time residents and newcomers alike made him a 
friend to everyone who crossed his path.  He will long be remembered as the face of Sanibel. 
Donated by the Bailey Family 
 
2015 – Lee County Electric Company – Live Oak Tree 
Sanibel Captiva Conservation Foundation Nursery 
Lee County Electric Company does not want to destroy trees by trimming them – they trim to 
protect the electrical system.  Electrical power is a product that provides electricity the very instant 
that we want to use it.  What would it be like without it? 
Donated by Lee County Electric Company 
 
2016 – Barbara Von Harten – Slash Pine 
Barbara Von Harten has served as Principal of the Sanibel School for nineteen (19) years.  She has 
been an inspirational leader to faculty and a mentor to young minds for several decades.  Under her 
guidance, the Sanibel School has remained one of Florida’s top schools in academics.  She was 
instrumental in developing the Sanibel School into a uniquely successful K-8 school.  Mrs. Von 
Harten’s attention to detail and dedication to making sure the school campus is a nurturing 
environment for all students has contributed to the school’s success.  She is retiring at the end of 
this school year and we will all miss her, but wish her a very happy new phase of her life – Jamie 
Reid, Assistant Principal, Sanibel School. 
Donated by Marty Harrity  
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2017 - Sanibel Police Department – Live Oak 
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation Native Landscapes & Garden Center  
& RS Walsh Landscaping 
The City of Sanibel Police Department proactively patrols all roadways, waterways, and beaches 
with its available resources and enforces all local, State, and Federal laws and Ordinances.  In 
addition to their public safety role, the Sanibel Police Department also maintains and protects the 
ecosystem for all inhabitants of Sanibel, including residents, workers, visitors, and the wildlife in 
the natural environment.  This year, in particular, we are reminded of how fortunate we are to 
have such a dedicated and professional Police Force.  Sanibel Blue, this tree’s for you!   
Donated by Sanibel Community Bank  
 
2018 - Michael Clarke Maloney (Substitute Teacher; 9/29/1940–2/17/2017) – Wild Tamarind 
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation Native Landscapes & Garden Center  
When he retired, Mike became a successful private investigator, working as a PI until moving to 
southwest Florida.  A lover of history and wanting to teach, he took classes to become a 
substitute teacher. One day he was given an assignment at The Sanibel School, where he fell in 
love with the children and the staff. For a time he was a permanent sub, working every day. 
Some of his most cherished and gratifying times were spent at The Sanibel School. Mike regaled 
family and friends with his experiences at the school. He loved the ride to work, always 
appreciating the view crossing the bridge. Most of all, he felt he belonged at Sanibel, and so it is 
fitting that a tree be planted in his honor.—Carole Di Salvo (Spouse)  
Donated by Bank of the Islands 
 
2019 – Berdenna Thompson – Pigeon Plum 
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation Native Landscapes & Garden Center 
In admiration of her dedication to this community, this tree is to honor Berdenna Thompson who 
is in her 30th year on the Sanibel Vegetation Committee and has chaired the Arbor Day 
Celebration at the Sanibel School for 27 years.  She leads by example in her devotion to the 
education of our youth and her writing of children’s books and numerous articles for the 
Vegetation Committee.  But most importantly through her work, she has shown us the 
importance of defending and protecting our environment for future generations. 
Donated by the members of the City of Sanibel Vegetation Committee 
 
2020 – Community Housing and Resources, Inc. – Live Oak Tree 
R.S. Walsh Landscaping, Inc. 
In honor of their 40th Anniversary serving the Sanibel community, this year’s live oak tree is 
dedicated to Community Housing and Resources, Inc (CHR).  CHR was formed in 1979 as a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization to address the growing need for affordable housing on Sanibel 
island.  In 1983, an ordinance was passed by the City of Sanibel that established the Affordable 
Housing Program and CHR was designated as the City’s housing foundation.  Today, CHR owns 
88 housing units at various locations on Sanibel, including 74 rental properties and 14 Limited 
Equity Ownership homes. CHR is proud to support our Islands by fulfilling its mission to 
provide affordable housing to families and individuals who work and/or serve the community of 
Sanibel Thank you for the time, effort, and hard work you have provided the Sanibel 
community! 
Donated by Marty & Brenda Harrity 
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2021 – Dee Serage-Century – Pigeon Plum 
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation Native Landscapes & Garden Center 
Educator, naturalist, artist, and conservationist are only a few of the hats worn by our 2021 
honoree, Dee Serage-Century.  As a thirty-seven-year advocate for Sanibel Captiva Conservation 
Foundation, and through her love and appreciation of nature, Dee researched and developed 
programs and educational campaigns to help our community understand the rich diversity of plants 
and wildlife on our barrier island. She fostered the idea that humans can easily live in harmony 
with nature. Her leadership, enthusiasm, and creativity brought Sanibel to the forefront of 
programs and opportunities to share and educate residents and visitors alike, as to the 
environmental principles necessary for healthy co-existence with nature. Her spirit will remain 
permanently entwined in our community through her life’s work. 
Donated by McCallion & McCallion Realty 
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