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April 13, 2011

Governing Board

South Florida Water Management District
PO Box 24680

West Palm Beach, FL 33416-4680

Colonel Alfred A. Pantano, District Commander
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers- Jacksonville District
701 San Marco Boulevard

Jacksonville, FL 32207-0019

Dear members of the Governing Board and Colonel Pantano:

The attached resolution is submitted on behalf of ther§8nizations of the
Everglades Coalition urging the South Florida Water Manaent District
(SFWMD) Governing Board and the United States Army CorpSrgfineers
to establish a policy to provide ecologically sufficibase flow releases to the
Caloosahatchee and estuary for the health of the vesst @conomy and
sustenance of the resource.

The Caloosahatchee and its estuary provide critical hamthenvironmental
resources that support a $3 billion economy and over 124,060 ijo
southwest Florida. In the dry season and under droughditons, the
Caloosahatchee is the first and often only systemishatit off from public
water in the Greater Everglades Ecosystem, even wiwenwater use
restrictions have been imposed on any other users. €Budt Is the loss of
freshwater habitat downstream of the S79 Franklin Lock tstreicthat is
critical to the endangered Florida Manatee and numerausmercially
important fishery species including snook, drum, silver peretfish, bay
anchovy, blue crabs and shrimp. Lack of flow also cassemation of the
pooled basin upstream of S79 resulting in algae blooms thatchaged the
closure of the Olga Water Treatment Plant and healtmings to avoid
contact with the water by the local Health Department

In contrast, during the wet season, unwanted excess iwatemped down the
Caloosahatchee in volumes and timing that alter therastuguality of the 33
mile estuary, impacting the habitat of the endangeredlteoth sawfish,
seagrass and commercially important shellfish andrishe
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The Caloosahatchee is currently in ¥sebnsecutive year of MFL exceedence due to the lack of
freshwater flow. As a result, the estuary is inicges harm, having lost over 300 acres of
tapegrass habitat since the year 2000. Past decisiord sBupply public water to this public
resource have been made despite scientific studiesdundéhe SFWMD that demonstrate the
critical need for dry season flows for the healthlef estuary. Providing ecologically sufficient
flows during the dry season have an “insignificant” effen water levels in Lake Okeechobee.

The attached resolution therefore requests that theNdF\V@overning Board and the United
States Army Corps of Engineers establish a public padigygrovide ecologically sufficient base
flow releases of water to the Caloosahatchee andmyst
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Julie Hill-Gabriel Dawn Shirreffs

State Co-Chair National Co-Chair
305-371-6399 x 136 954-961-1280 x 205
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