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AMERICA’S MOST ENDANGERED RIVERSTM 2011  
26th Edition  

Nomination Form 
 

NOMINATIONS DUE NOVEMBER 15, 2010 
 

Every year, American Rivers releases its annual report, America’s Most Endangered RiversTM. The 
report has a proven track record of combining the power of national and local partners to focus media 
and public attention and secure positive actions for rivers and communities at risk.   
 
We welcome your nominations for our 2011 report.  Please note that nominations are judged by the 
following primary criteria: 
 

 A major decision (that the public can help influence) in the coming year on the proposed action 

 The significance of the river to human and natural communities. 

 The magnitude of the threat to the river and associated communities, especially in light of a 
changing climate 

 
*** Submit your completed nomination via Adobe Reader by clicking the “Submit Form” button 
in the toolbar.  All forms must be typed and submitted electronically. 
 
Completed nomination forms are required for all rivers, including previously nominated and listed 
rivers.  
 
Submission of a nomination does not guarantee inclusion in the 2011 report, therefore you must not 
disclose your nomination to the public, post it on the internet, or notify the media at this time.  
 
We encourage you to view past reports at www.AmericanRivers.org/endangeredrivers to learn what 
kinds of rivers make strong candidates.  “Learn more” about the rivers on the website to see model 
language for your nomination.  Note that your nomination will provide the basis for the information 
included in our report, so ensure that it is well thought out and presented clearly and concisely.  Please 
address all of the bulleted issues listed in the form in your narrative. 
 
For additional information on the process for this report, please request the America’s Most 
Endangered RiversTM Guidance for Partners and Staff Liasons.  Requests for this document and any 
other questions should be sent via email to Jessie Thomas-Blate, Most Endangered Rivers Coordinator, 
at jthomas@amrivers.org. 
 

initiator:jthomas@amrivers.org;wfState:distributed;wfType:hosted;workflowId:ebd661d6c22d6741aa86413372670b10
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AMERICA’S MOST ENDANGERED RIVERSTM 2011  
26th Edition  

Nomination Form 
 
I.  GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Name of River ________________________________________________________  

States Crossed and Geographic Limits (please attach a map) ____________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

Lead Nominating Group ________________________________________________________  

Lead Point of Contact ________________________________________________________  

Address  ________________________________________________________  

Phone  ________________________________________________________  

Website ________________________________________________________  

Email ________________________________________________________  

 

Supporting Group 1 ________________________________________________________  

Supporting Contact ________________________________________________________  

Address  ________________________________________________________  

Phone  ________________________________________________________  

Website ________________________________________________________  

Email ________________________________________________________  

 

Supporting Group 2 ________________________________________________________  

Supporting Contact  ________________________________________________________  

Address  ________________________________________________________  

Phone  ________________________________________________________  

Website ________________________________________________________  

Email ________________________________________________________  

 

Note any additional contacts in the Additional Materials section (IV), including other contacts from 
organizations listed above that would like to be involved in review of the materials for a listing. 
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II.  RIVER, THREAT(S) AND DECISION POINTS 

Please present a narrative that describes the river, the threat it faces, and the major action or decision 
being made in the coming year that will affect the threat using the outline below.  Please limit your 
narrative to the word limits provided for each section. Where possible, include citations and sources 
for data and facts.  
 
Summary  (100-word limit) 

 Briefly summarize the river’s significance, the threat, and the decision point to highlight the 
most important information 

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 
The River  (150-word limit) 

Why is the river important to the community, region, and nation as a whole?  Please discuss the 
following: 

 Number of people who use the river for drinking water (or population of key cities/towns in the 
watershed) 

 Outline other uses (e.g., recreation, irrigation, power generation, etc.) — note the economic 
value of uses, if possible 

 Highlight remarkable features (natural, cultural, or historic) that make the river locally, 
regionally, or nationally significant 

 Note any threatened or endangered species found in the river  
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The Threat  (300-word limit)   

Why is the river’s future uncertain?  Please discuss the following: 

 Many rivers are threatened by more than one activity.  However, please choose one threat that 
best fits the criteria for this report and provide detailed information on that issue (e.g., proposed 
development, water withdrawals, pollution, land use conflicts, dams, energy generation, water 
projects, over-allocation, etc.).   

 Articulate the magnitude, seriousness, and imminence of the threat to the river and associated 
communities, and how that may be exacerbated by a changing climate     

 Identify the agency or other entity responsible for the threat 
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Decision Point  (200-word limit)   

How will the river’s fate be determined in the coming year?  Please discuss the following: 

 Describe the best protective action that can be taken to eliminate the threat  

 Provide detailed information on major legislation, policy change, permit issuance, or similar 
action anticipated between May 2011 and May 2012 that could magnify or lessen the threat 

o For example, if the specific threat will require permits, list the permits required, the 
agencies that will issue/deny the permits, when the proponent of the project is expected 
to apply for the permits, when the permits are expected to be issued, and if/when there 
will be an opportunity for public comment (e.g., hearings, meetings, etc.) 

 Identify interests that will be opposed to taking action to improve the river’s condition 
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[OPTIONAL] Natural Infrastructure Solutions (150-word limit) 

Does the threat you are hoping to address have solutions that can be found through changes in 
water infrastructure to a more natural approach (see http://www.americanrivers.org/our-
work/global-warming-and-rivers/infrastructure/ for more information)?  For an example of a 
river system that would benefit from natural infrastructure solutions, go to 
http://www.americanrivers.org/our-work/protecting-rivers/endangered-rivers/2010-endangered-
cedar.html.  Some threats would not be adequately addressed by changes in water 
infrastructure.  If that is the case, please skip this question.  If this is applicable to your 
nomination, please discuss the following: 

 What water infrastructure challenges relate to the threat to your river system? 

 What green infrastructure solutions might be implemented to improve the situation (for 
example, restoring floodplains instead of building taller levees, or embracing water efficiency 
measures instead of building costly and destructive new water supply dams)? 

 How open is the community for your river to implementing such solutions? 
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CITATIONS AND DATA SOURCES 

It is helpful to have scientific justification for the claims made in our listings.  Where possible, please 
provide citations from scientific journals, reports, or grey literature, which support your key assertions.  
Provide in-text citations (or footnotes) in the sections above, and full citations below. 
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IV.  ADDITIONAL MATERIALS & MEDIA 

Please provide a map of your river.  Additional materials like video, press clippings, brochures, and 
photos are not necessary at this time.   Identify likely media outlets and creative ideas for spreading the 
word about the need to take action, including online media.  Also provide any additional contact 
information that did not fit above.  Additional materials may be added to this pdf file, or emailed 
separately to jthomas@amrivers.org.   
 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

V.  WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT 

American Rivers staff may follow up to get more information and clarify facts and issues.  Groups 
submitting successful nominations will be asked to proofread report language for their river, provide 
photographs and video for the report, assist in the preparation of press and web materials, answer 
media inquiries, and maintain year-round contact with American Rivers staff regarding developments 
on your river.  The 2011 America’s Most Endangered RiversTM report will be released on May 17, 
2011. 


	Name of River: Caloosahatchee River
	States/Location: Florida
	Lead Organization: Conservancy of Southwest Florida
	Lead POC: Jennifer Hecker, Director of Natural Resource Policy
	Lead Address: 1450 Merrihue Dr. Naples, FL 34104
	Lead Phone: (239) 262-0304 ext. 250
	Lead Website: www.conservancy.org
	Lead Email: jenniferh@conservancy.org
	Supporting 1 Organization: Caloosahatchee River Citizens Association
	POC1 Address: PO Box 1165 Ft. Myers, FL 33902
	POC1 Website: http://crca.caloosahatchee.org/?do=about
	POC1 Phone: (863) 674-5727
	POC1 Email: riverwatch@caloosahatchee.org
	Supporting 2 Organization: Sanibel Captiva Conservation Foundation
	POC2 Contact: Rae Ann Wessel
	POC1 Contact: John Capece
	POC2 Address: 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Rd., Sanibel, FL 33957
	POC2 Phone: (239) 731-7559
	POC2 Website: www.sccf.org
	POC2 Email: rawessel@sccf.org
	Summary: The Caloosahatchee River is the lifeblood of southwest Florida's $2.6 billion tourism economy(1), provides agricultural irrigation(2), public drinking water(3), and support for the one of Florida's richest river and estuarine systems. Due to severe alteration of the river and its headwaters, it faces either polluted releases during wet periods(4), or is completely cut off from flows in the dry periods such that the river becomes too salty and literally runs backwards(5). Such devastating water management policies are being revisited this year, and the river’s designation could substantially influence the outcomes of these decisions.
	The River: At the turn of the 19th century, the Caloosahatchee River was the transportation backbone of the region, prompting area growth(6). Today, we continue to rely on the river, as portions are designated as drinking water supply, supporting the needs of over 40,000 homes in Lee County. It is also vital to the community’s economy, since over $107 million are generated annually by the recreational fishing sector(7). Commercially, Lee County has some of Florida’s top seafood-producing waters, with an annual harvest valued at $8 million(8). Over 4.7 million visitors from all over the nation and the world visit the Caloosahatchee and its estuary every year(9). While historical hydrologic modifications forever changed the Caloosahatchee from meandering river to a straight and controlled channel, it struggles to support these uses, as well as the needs of several imperiled species that call the river home(10).
	The Threat: While there are many pressures that threaten the Caloosahatchee River, the most critical at this time is over-allocation of water to the point that no flow is being provided to the river during annual dry periods(11).  In fact, the state Water Management District purposely diverts water back to the river’s headwaters, Lake Okeechobee, for the benefit of other users, but at the expense of the estuary. Additionally, salty ocean water intrudes up the river, destroying the delicate estuarine ecology(12). When salinity rises too high, it kills aquatic resources like seagrass. More than 300 acres of seagrass habitat was lost to hypersalinity in 2001 and have not recovered(13), affecting the diverse flora and fauna of the Caloosahatchee. 

The resulting destruction of aquatic vegetation not only means reduced carbon sequestration, but can also affect endangered species such as Florida manatees, smalltooth sawfish, and sea turtles. The river is identified as critical to their survival(14), and wildlife agencies have emphasized that to recover these species, adequate freshwater flow regimes are essential(15). During times of seagrass die off due to these water quantity changes, the Florida manatee must travel farther for their daily needs, exposing them to perils such as cooler water and boat traffic, which are top threats to the species(16).

Meanwhile, the District continues to violate an established Minimum Flow and Level (MFL)(17) and refuses to revise the MFL to provide for satisfactory flows to prevent continued harm to the river, ignoring current science including their own studies. Moreover, they continue to permit away precious water to other consumptive uses, agriculture and development, without regard to meeting the river’s most basic freshwater flow requirements. This threatens the health of the river and the community’s economy and quality of life.


	Decision Point: The best protective action that can be taken to eliminate the threat of too little freshwater reaching the estuary is through a review and revision of the current MFL, associated changes to the Lake Okeechobee Service Area (LOSA) Rule for agricultural users, and water reservations for the Caloosahatchee. The Caloosahatchee MFL, adopted in 2001, has not been reviewed or updated to represent best available science which shows that during dry season conditions, the river needs much more water than the current MFL allots(18). Community action has highlighted the need for this policy change, but the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) has been slow to respond, allowing damage to the river to continue. Twenty-year agricultural use permits have recently been re-issued without regard to how much the river needs to naturally function in times of drought(19). Unless the SFWMD revises the current MFL to reflect the Caloosahatchee’s needs, restricts other users, and creates a water reservation that will be protective of the system, the Caloosahatchee will continue to remain in great peril and perhaps worsen due to the cutoff of freshwater flows during the dry periods.
	States/Location 2: 
	Citations: 1. David Peterson Associates, 2010. Annual Visitor Profile and Occupancy Analysis, January –December 2009. Prepared for Lee County Board of County Commissioners, Lee County Visitor and Convention Bureau. Accessed November 11, 2010. Retrieved from <http://www.leevcb.com/sites/leevcb.com/files/2009%20Annual%20Summary.pdf>.
2. Florida Department of Environmental Protection. Learn About Your Watershed, Caloosahatchee River Watershed. Accessed November 11, 2010. Retrieved from  <http://www.protectingourwater.org/watersheds/map/caloosahatchee/>.
3. South Florida Water Management District. Lower West Coast Supply Plan, Appendices 2005-2006 Update. Accessed November 11, 2010. Retrieved from <http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xrepository/sfwmd_repository_pdf/lwc_app_final_0.pdf>.
4. Audubon of Florida. Lake Okeechobee: Everything in Harmony, Restoration Needs. 2007. Accessed November 12, 2010. Retrieved from <http://fl.audubon.org/PDFs/pubs_policydocs-LakeOReport_1-07.pdf>
5. SFWMD. 2000. Minimum Flows and Levels for the Caloosahatchee River & Estuary (Draft). Accessed November 12, 2010. Retrieved from <http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xrepository/sfwmd_repository_pdf/mfl_caloos_092000.pdf>
 6. National Sea Grant Library. Altering the Caloosahatchee for Land and Water Development. Accessed November 11, 2010. Retrieved from <http://nsgd.gso.uri.edu/flsgp/flsgpm02003/flsgpm02003_part4.pdf>.
 7. FDEP Division of Water Resource Management, 2005. Water Quality Assessment Report: Caloosahatchee. November 11, 2010. Retrieved from <http://tlhdwf2.dep.state.fl.us/basin411/caloosa/assessment/G3AS-CaloosaLowResMerge.pdf>.
 8. Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. 2010 Florida’s Commercial Fishing Heritage. Accessed November 11, 2010. Retrieved from <http://workingwaterfronts.com/heritage/ft_myers.htm>.
 9. David Peterson Associates, Annual Visitor Profile and Occupancy Analysis (January –December 2009). March 12, 2010. Retrieved from <http://www.leevcb.com/sites/leevcb.com/files/2009%20Annual%20Summary.pdf>
10. South Florida Water Management District. Minimum Flows and Levels for the Caloosahatchee River & Estuary (Draft). 2000. Accessed November 12, 2010. Retrieved from <http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xrepository/sfwmd_repository_pdf/mfl_caloos_092000.pdf>
11. South Florida Water Management District. Caloosahatchee Water Mangement Plan, Planning Document. April 2000. Accessed Novermber 12, 2010. Retrieved from  <http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xrepository/sfwmd_repository_pdf/caloos_mngmt_plan.pdf>
12. Stevens, et al., 2010. Mainstream and Backwater Fish Assemblages in the Tidal Caloosahatchee River: Implications for Freshwater Inflow Studies, Estuaries, and Coasts, 33:1216-1224.
13. 50 C.F.R. Section 17.95 Critical Habitat – Fish and Wildlife, 50 C.F.R. Section 226.218 Critical Habitat for the US DPS for Smalltooth Sawfish.
 14. National Marine Fisheries Service, 2009. Smalltooth Sawfish Recovery Plan. US Fish and Wildlife Service, 2008. Florida Manatee Recovery Plan, Third Revision, 2001.
 15. Lee County (2004). Manatee Protection Plan. Lee County Division of Natural Resources. p. 4.
 16. South Florida Water Management District. Lower West Coast Supply Plan, Appendices 2005-2006 Update. Accessed November 11, 2010. Retrieved from <http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xrepository/sfwmd_repository_pdf/lwc_app_final_0.pdf>.
Citations 17-20 will be sent under separate cover.

	Additional Materials: A map of the Caloosahatchee River, along with map of important features of the river will be emailed as instructed above.

Both the Conservancy of Southwest Florida and SCCF have systems by which its members and interested citizens can take action on policy issues. We produce action alerts and post on an online system that provides citizens the opportunity to send an email to the decision makers and informs them about the issue at hand. This will be one of the many ways that we plan on spreading the word.
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